May 2022

Pastor’s Corner

By Pastor Dave Heckler
I recently heard a news segment that chronicled an oft-forgotten byproduct of concussions. Most of us are
familiar with the usual symptoms (dizziness, nausea, confusion, difficulty focusing one’s eyes, etc.); but
often, they’re accompanied by a strange sort of hearing loss: a difficulty distinguishing a detailed sound (like a friend’s
speech) from its surrounding loud background noise. Sometimes, in fact, the background noise sounds far louder than it really is. Often it’s not recognized as a “hearing problem” because the ears themselves are fine— but it’s a hearing problem
nonetheless. And to those afflicted with this problem, a great deal of life can get “lost in translation”.

In most classic liturgical churches during the Easter season, the first readings for each Sunday come from the Biblical book of
Acts. And throughout the opening third of this book, there’s this refrain that pops up repeatedly in the apostles’ preaching:
“This Jesus, whom you killed, God raised up— and of this, we’re witnesses!” It’s a striking phrase precisely because even
weeks after Jesus’ death and resurrection, Jesus’ apostles recognized that some critical implications of those events were already getting “lost in translation”, and so had to be reaffirmed:
 This Jesus, the Crucified Messiah (see 1 Corinthians 1.18-31) …
 This Jesus, not Jesus Barabbas (see Matthew 27.17), the violent insurrectionist whom many acclaimed as a “savior” and

“son of the [Maccabean] fathers”. (Sound familiar?) Indeed, Matthew’s gospel makes it a point to have Pilate ask the
crowd, “Which Jesus do you want me to release for you? Which “son” of which “father” do you prefer?
 This Jesus, who drove the religious gatekeepers crazy by embracing the outcasts, uplifting the most vulnerable, and eating
with them, healing them, and loving them …
 This Jesus, whom we killed to keep the world safe for our death-dealing “normalcy” …
 “This Jesus, whom we killed, God raised up”— because Jesus’ resurrection wasn’t just a miraculous reanimation of one
man or the guarantee that we’ll all have some kind of life after death; it was God’s vindication of Jesus’ entire way of life,
and God’s rebuke of the death-dealing ways of “the powers that be” of every age and human culture …
The Easter season in general— and certainly this Easter season, which occurs at the same time as the Passover celebration and
the culmination of Ramadan— is always a time of great celebration and feasting and joy and all the sound and music that
come with such things. We rejoice in God’s victories over the enemies that enslave and break us down; and we cast our victorious Lord in the garb of conquering champions who pound on our enemies and pulverize them; and then we seek to pattern
ourselves and our lives and our societies in the image of “Conquering Champion Jesus.” And once we do, it doesn’t take very
long before we’re labeling our “enemies” God’s enemies and giving ourselves divine justification for slaughtering them, or at
least making sure that they stay in “their place”— and the real Jesus gets “lost in translation”, confused with Jesus Barabbas.
(What’s going on in Ukraine right now is just one example of this...)
But the Good News of Easter calls us to be clear about whose victory we’re celebrating, and what that victory means not only
for us, but for all our neighbors whose possibilities for rejoicing are constantly being muted by the struggles of living in an
apparently “dog-eat-dog” world. The Good News of Easter challenges us to be absolutely clear about the Jesus whose death
we’ve all been complicit in, and how we’ve all been complicit in that death— and then to grapple with what it means for us
and for “the way things have always been” among us that the Creator of the Universe, the Source and Goal and Meaning of
Life, has raised up and vindicated this Jesus and His way of living in a violence-laced world. And then the Good News of
Easter— the Good News of God’s love for us in Christ Jesus— compels us to be witnesses, ambassadors of Christ and ministers of reconciliation, people who display the victory of the way of Jesus in our own lives by pouring ourselves out “for you”,
for all our neighbors in need, and by defying the cheap and easy “ways of the fathers” that only add to the death toll of the
world.
“This Jesus, whom we killed, God raised up—and of that, we’re witnesses!” Can I get a witness, people? Can our community, even as we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection with all manner of festivity, be brimming and vibrantly alive with such witnesses?
May it indeed be so, through Christ Jesus our Lord!
Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Pr. Dave
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Rebooting St Paul’s Health Ministry
We’re evaluating the feasibility of “rebooting” our Health Ministry here at St
Paul’s. The “reboot” would decisively enhance and formalize the structure of the
ministry to provide more complete resources through education, “mini-clinics”,
health reviews, and community outreach, to name a few. The ministry’s focus
wouldn’t be limited to just physical health, but would be an integrated approach of
care for body, mind, and spirit. (Note: This ministry wouldn’t be a “hands-on”
ministry in the sense of even a licensed nurse providing care such as dressing changes, medication administration, or blood sugar checks.)
We’re hoping we can get this ministry back in action in the relatively near future— but we need your
input to do so! Rose Sutkins has borrowed a survey from Allegheny County for our use; please complete our survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ACHMSurvey. If you’ll need a paper copy of the
survey, please email or phone Rose Sutkins and she’ll mail one to you with a return envelope
(addressed and stamped). And if you’re a nurse, social worker, nurse aide, home health aide, or just a
parishioner interested in helping with such a ministry, we have a place for you on this team! Please notify Rose Sutkins of your interest. We’ll schedule a hybrid meeting (in person and/or via Zoom) once
we have an idea of who’ll be attending.

Quakertown Lutheran Cluster Picnic May 21
Pr Dave continues to host open-invitation meetings of our Quakertown Lutheran
Cluster to help build the ministry collaboration among our Quakertown area congregations. One of the activities we realized we could pull together quickly and well is a
Quakertown Lutheran Cluster Picnic— and that picnic is now scheduled for May 21,
3:00-7:00 PM @ St John’s Lutheran Church in Richlandtown. St John’s will provide the hot dogs and hamburgers; you’re invited to bring along some salads, beans,
veggies, and the like. If you have the supplies for a beanbag toss (“cornhole”) or volleyball, bring it along—and of course, bring your lawn chairs and pray for nice weather!

Calling all graduates from
St. Paul’s!
We want to honor you!
Please provide the office
with your name and school
you are graduating from (and your degree) so
we may acknowledge you in both our
bulletins and newsletters! Thank you and
Congratulations!

Please keep our Church Council in your
Prayers Regularly
President: Kelly Shaak
Vice President : Tracy Hallman
Secretary: Rhonda Diehl
Treasurer : Bob Westervelt
Finance Secretary: Wendy Gullett
Finance and Joyful Noise: Patty Schumacher
AA / AlaNon: Sue Young
Boy Scouts:Donna Wyatt
Fellowship : Kelly Shaak
Evangelism:Brett Shaw
Executive Committee:Tracy Hallman
Property Committee:Bill Shaeffer
Christian Ed / Youth: Stef Bauman
Worship Team: Karen Roehner
Social Ministry : Rose Sutkins
Fundraising: Rhonda Diehl
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May Worship News
Thank God it’s springtime! Thank God it’s May! The weather’s getting warmer (and
staying warm more consistently), the sun’s higher in the sky, and we’re rejoicing in the
resurrection victory and the risen life of Christ Jesus our Lord. And this year, the month
of May brings us into the season of Pentecost as well— and with it, the beginning of new
opportunities for our worship life. Here’s what coming up this month:
 We begin May solidly in the Easter season, using the traditional LBW Holy Communion Setting 2 as our basic

order of worship— but with the now-classic (and beloved) Easter canticle “This is the Feast of Victory!” borrowed from Setting 1. Many of you know this setting by heart already, so feel free to sing it and pray it with the
joyful abandon of those “born anew into a living hope”! (And we’ll be celebrating Holy Communion on May 1,
15, and 29 and June 5, 12, and 26 as well, so we’ll be doing plenty of feating!)
 May 8, the Fourth Sunday of Easter, is also “Good Shepherd Sunday” and Mothers’ Day— a great day to celebrate God’s shepherding love displayed in the lives of all the women who’ve nurtured us with grace, wisdom, and
self-giving love. In addition, we’ll be bringing back a treasure of our life together: We’ll have a children’s message by Stefanie Bauman— so it’s a great time to bring out the kids! Come join us in person if you’re able!
 On May 29, we’ll celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord, rejoicing not in Jesus’ departure from us, but the transformation of His presence with us from tangible visibility to ubiquity. As the classic hymn sings, “Christ is alive!
No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, He comes to claim the here and now and conquer every place and
time.” (And in Pr Dave’s definitely unofficial terms, this marks the beginning of the “Spring Trifecta” of Ascension, Pentecost, and Holy Trinity…)
 Remember that we’re sharing in worship and fellowship together both in person and online. As we gather in
person, we’re still doing our best to observe the COVID safety protocols of safe distancing and limited physical
contact as we worship together; and we’re encouraging those who feel the need for additional caution to wear facemasks as well. We’re still making the pre-packaged wafer-and-grape juice Communion sets available for those
who desire them— but we’ve also resumed sharing Holy Communion at the altar via “continuous Communion/
‘stations’”, encouraging folks to come forward a pew at a time to ensure safer distancing. And we’ll keep on
“livestreaming” our worship services via Facebook Live and streaming the audio of our services via our Free
Conference Call line (857.232.0157, conference code 144261).

No matter which service[s] you attend, you'll find them to be great events for the whole family. So don’t just be a
“spectator”— invite your friends, neighbors, and relatives to join you for these marvelous services, and come on out!

“The Hand of God Shall Hold You…”
One of the great blessings of life in union with Christ is that the risen Christ binds us in
holy and eternal communion with all His people who’ve died, enabling us to grieve in the
freedom born of knowing that our loved ones are gone from our sight and for a time, but
still joined with us in the body of Christ and alive in Him in far more than memory alone.
So far in 2022, we’ve also said farewell (for now) to Joseph Ricca, Chris Young, Bob,
Liam, and Patrick King, Mary Ziegenfuss, Russell Stier, Dawn Gilbert, Paul Stepanoff,
Karen Capella, JoAnn Spaits, and Karin Silvius. Please keep their grieving families and
friends in your prayers in these days ahead, that they may come through the dark night of
their grief into the resurrection joy born of their Baptismal union with Christ Jesus our

Take Me Out to the Ball Game!
Join St. Paul’s at the Iron Pigs Stadium for Faith Night on June, 17,
2022 at 7:05 pm to watch the Iron Pigs play against the Bison’s! Following the game fireworks will provide the perfect ending to a fun filled
night. Tickets are $11/each. With a $2.00 credit for food. Deadline is May 23rd. Payment made to Kelly cash, check made out to Kelly Shaak, Venmo (@Kelly-Shaak), PayPal (@KellyLShaak ).
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A Head’s Up!
Fundraiser Hoagie Sale for the Church in June
5/1 Kristin Hassler
5/2 Cori Barndt
5/3 Patricia Stever
5/3 Sascha Baringer
5/5 Alexandra Schnabel
5/8 Robin Beaumont
5/9 Michelle
Hunsberger
5/20 Denise Shaeffer
5/21 Gary Hertzog
5/24 Olivia Beaumont
5/30 Ethan Bauman
5/31 Rich Beaumont
5/31 Andie Silvius
Simply Giving is a
SAFE, SECURE
and easy way to
tithe to the church
on a regular basis.
You may give via
our website a one time tithe OR sign
up using a paper form through the
church office. Using a paper form
you may specify an amount deducted
weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly on a
date of your choosing. If this is
something that interests you, please
contact the church office for more
information at 215-536-5789 or email Alicia at
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com with any
questions or to request an application. Thank you for your continued
financial gifts which enable the
church to continue to spread the gospel, worship, learn together, and
share God’s love in Joyful Service!

We are back! Please help the Church raise some much needed
funds by SELLING HOAGIES! That’s right… SELLING
HOAGIES! We will be selling hoagies starting June 1st, 2022 through June
20th, 2022. With the make my hoagie date of July 2nd in the fellowship hall.
Cost will be…. $5.50 per hoagie. OR two hoagies for $10!! Any questions
please talk to Rhonda Diehl or Tracy Hallman… Selling/purchase forms will be
in the Narthex and fellowship hall the end of May!! Come, join us for the fun…
2022 Directory Updates Needed! There have been a number of
changes and moves since the last directly. This summer, a new directory will be published. If you have not already, please let the
church office know if you have moved, a child has moved out, you
have dropped your landline, or you would like to add in a cell phone or an e-mail
by May 31st.

Order from Amazon? Benefit’s St. Paul’s!
Help support St. Paul’s every time you shop at Amazon by
bookmarking this link and using it when you shop at Amazon:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047. You will see an amazon log –in screen which states on the left .5% of all eligible
purchases will be given to Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Applebachsville. Sign in
with your account/password and continue with your purchase and check out. The
total donation by Amazon for all eligible purchases will be credited to the church’s
bank account on a quarterly basis. Once you register St. Paul’s as your preferred
charity, it becomes a part of your Amazon account and all future purchases will automatically be credited to the church. Any questions regarding this program can be
directed to the Finance Committee or just use the information tabs on the Amazon
site.

Like us on Facebook (and check us out online)!
Our church website:
www.stpaulsqtown.org
Our email address:
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
Joyful Noise Facebook: www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls
For daily Morning and Evening Prayer: https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/

On Going Finance Business:
1. Vanguard Account Balances: As of March 31, 2022, balance is $114,411.33; February 28, 2022, balance $114,033.44;
January 31, 2022, balance was $125,125.95. Tom will transfer management to Rich during the next month. The biggest change
between January and February was related to paying the painting bill and providing an infusion to pay the church’s operating
expenses. Some change was related to declining investments related to the stock market volatility.
2. Income statement: As of March 31, 2022 expenses for the year exceed income ($11,034.34); February 28, 2022, expenses
exceeded income ($6473.48); January 31, 2022, expenses exceeded income ($3711.27). Big expenses this month included
health insurance, pension and fuel oil.
3. Stewardship: First quarter report for pledging giving: of 23 giving units, total pledge was $12,831; actually received $12,856
for a net positive of $25. Two are under their pledge; 13 are meeting their pledge and 8 have given more than their pledge.
4. Cemetery: Account totals as of March 31, 2022, balance is $92,714.12; February 28, 2022, $92,413.87; January 31, 2022,
$94,165.05. Gordon Bryan is developing a new sheet advertising rates. Mowing charge for this year will be $350 per mow (every
two weeks). Next highest bid was $500.
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Join Us During Social Distancing on Zoom!
 If you’d like to participate in most of our activities taking place over Zoom, go

to zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID
370 014 7169, and if it asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.

 If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will work to access Zoom:

929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799. After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's
code, and you'll type in 370 014 7169, then 119805 and you’re in. (What's more, with your smart phone or
computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you— something that's precious
right now!) You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code
144261, and you’re in.

 Even though our Sunday morning Fellowship Hour is beings held in person again after worship, Patty

Schumacher’s making sure you can still join in, even if you can’t join us in person! To do so, follow the
instructions above for Zoom, but use meeting ID 839 381 0896 and passcode 90e8Dm.

 And if you want to check out the latest announcements, you can find “This Week at St Paul’s” on Google

Docs at
docs.google.com/document/d/1aZi_lL0SHaQ1BOGFS_s3bt0oHoTQ4fCy9tO372PZioE/edit#

Supporting Our Ministries
Thanks for continuing to support our ministries here at St Paul’s! Your tithes and offerings
are much needed during this time; as of February 28, our congregation’s expenses for 2022 have
exceeded our income by $6473.48. True, we’ve run deficits before— but if we continue at this
rate, we’ll have an annual deficit of $39,000 for 2022, which isn’t a deficit we can sustain. We
know that right now, funds are tight for everyone; but we encourage you to prayerfully consider
how you might be able to support our ministry together. If you’d like to give electronically (via
Simply Giving, our church website, or some other electronic means) and would like some information on how to do that, please contact the church office.
You can financially support our ministries in several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving,
you’re already taken care of; [2] You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church
website (www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online, even using a credit or debit card. Whatever
way you choose, your contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the

May’s
“Monthly Special”:
Quakertown Food
Pantry
Our “Monthly Specials” and
“Noisy Offerings” are special opportunities for giving
to help specific ministries in our community and beyond— some of them through the Lutheran church,
others through the community organizations. For
May, our Monthly Special Recipient is the Quakertown Food Pantry. We’ve been an integral part of
this community-wide ministry through the years, but
as springtime blooms in all its fullness, we have a special opportunity to support this life-giving ministry.
Please give as you’re able!

DON’T FORGET TO
…

1. Save your Redner’s
receipts and place in
the envelope on the
Narthex Bulletin
Board. This is a simple way to financially
help St. Paul’s.
2. Save your aluminum
tabs from Soda Cans,
Soup Cans, etc. and give to Todd Silvius for the
Ronald McDonald House.
3. If you have e-mail; sign up for the Electronic version of the newsletter by e-mailing us at
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com.

St. Paul’s News, pg 6

Thursday Morning Bible Study
Come join us each week for our Thursday Morning Bible Study from 10:00 AM-12:00 NN
via Zoom or Free Conference Call! (See article below for instructions. For Zoom, use meeting
ID number 370 014 7169 and passcode 119805.) We’re “Living with the Lectionary”, digging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming week to discover the treasures that await us
come Sunday. You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot out of this study—so join
us and invite your friends.
Baptismal Anniversaries!
We rejoice to celebrate people's biological birthdays all the time, and rightly. But as wonderful as
receiving the gift of life in this world is, receiving the gift of new and eternal life in Christ Jesus in our
Baptism is even more wonderful (and best of all, it never grows old!). Why shouldn't we celebrate the
anniversary of our new birth in Christ even more gladly?
Happy Baptismal Birthday!
Angel Esquilin, Jr., Lauren Gibson, Vanessa Hamlin, Linda Hertzog,
Austin Hunsberger, Winnie Knapp, Robin Lawrence, Cole Sauerwald, and Aaron Shimalla

Adjusting Safety Protocols as COVID-Omicron Wanes
Even though the COVID-Omicron surge is waning in our region, we encourage you to keep observing the COVID safety protocols of safe distancing, face masking, and limited physical contact
as we worship together:
* We encourage everyone to continue wearing their face masks during our worship services and
other indoor gatherings at St Paul's. Some of you have asked Pr Dave and other worship
leaders not to “mask up” for the sake of audio clarity; and this can probably be safely done if
we all maintain safe distancing and masking.
* We’ve resumed sharing Holy Communion at the altar via “continuous Communion/‘stations’”, encouraging
folks to come forward a pew at a time to ensure safer distancing. (We’ll also continue to make the prepackaged wafer-and-grape-juice Communion sets available for those who desire them.)
*

We’ll keep on “livestreaming” our worship services via Facebook Live and streaming the audio of our services
via our Free Conference Call line (857.232.0157, conference code 144261).

Scouts BSA Troop 007 News
 Congratulations to Austin Hunsberger upon his ascension to the rank of Eagle Scout! His
Eagle Court of Honor was held here at St Paul’s on April 24. Only a few folks who enter the
journey of Scouting achieve the rank of Eagle Scout; it requires proficiency in many skills
and broad knowledge as well as proven leadership and service to community— and Austin’s
achieved all of that!
 We’re so thankful for St Paul’s welcome and support. But right now, there’s one more thing
we really need to continue to survive and hopefully, thrive: We need more Scouts! The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people to make ethical and moral
choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law. If you know a parent or grandparent
of kids from kindergarten to high school, encourage them to visit one of our Scout meetings on Thursday nights, or check us
out at Scouts007.org.
Here are some of our upcoming activities:
May 5:
Court of Honor @ St Paul’s
May 20-22:
District Camporee @ Tinicum Park— “Out of this World” is the theme
July 10-16:
Bayshore Summer Camp
Future events:
Order of the Arrow, Jim Thorpe outing, biking, 20-mile hike for a merit badge, rock wall climbing,
slot cars, caving, zip lining, car maintenance for a merit badge, wood crafting
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CONGRATULATIONS
AUSTIN HUNSBERGER ON
YOUR EAGLE SCOUT
ACHIEVEMENT!

Amy’s Ride/Run/Walk
May 21
“Amy’s Ride/Run/Walk”, a cycling, running, and walking event
taking place on May 21 this year,
raises money to fund pancreatic cancer research, awareness, and advocacy efforts, with an emphasis on progressive research programs and initiatives. Our own Bob and Winnie
Knapp and Bruce Krogslund have
run a “refreshment station” at the
Knapp’s home for cyclists riding through Haycock Twp. and
are planning on doing so this year as well. This year’s event
has a few options: 5K walk (strollers/pets welcome), 5K
timed run, 24 mile bike ride, a 42 mile bike ride or a 41 mile
optional hill challenge. To register or donate online, go
www.amysriderunwalk.com. If you would like to help with
the Knapp’s refreshment station (runs from 7am—noon) contact the Knapps at 484-707-6749.
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