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One of my favorite stories in the New Testament is in Acts 10-11, 
which chronicle the apostle Peter’s encounter with the Roman cen-
turion Cornelius and his family.  This encounter turns out to be 

revolutionary, opening the Christian community and vision to non-Jews as well as Jews— but Pe-
ter’s never the one “in the lead” of this revolution.  In fact, as the story moves along, Peter always seems to be sev-
eral steps behind the Holy Spirit, trying desperately to keep up with what the Spirit’s already doing and trying to 
make sense of it.  Even in Acts 11, when Peter’s called before the other apostles to explain what just happened, the 
best theological argument he’s got is “If God’s doing the same Pentecost thing with this Gentile’s family that God 
did with us, who am I to stand in God’s way?”  
 
As Lutherans, we adore Paul because he seems to have his theology all figured out and works feverishly to con-
vince others— but Peter?  Peter’s self-assuredness had already taken enough hits from all the times he’d tripped 
over his own certainties and fallen flat on his own face; by the time he met Cornelius, he figured it best to let God/
Jesus/the Holy Spirit lead the way, to follow God’s lead, to hang on tight (because God seems to prefer off-road 
Jeep rides to highway cruises in a Cadillac), and to process everything later… 
Over the past six months, we pastors in the Quakertown Ministerium have found we can relate to Peter.  A number 
of us around the county have been arguing for a decade that Bucks County needed more than one general-purpose 
homeless shelter to help our homeless neighbors move from “the street” to safe, maintainable shelter; and the num-
ber of homeless individuals and families in our county has grown significantly over that decade.  Since the COVID 
pandemic, however, many others have come to the same conclusion, and have tasked us with identifying possible 
sites in Upper Bucks for such shelter[s]— so we’ve been searching.  Recently, we were invited to consider for such 
a purpose a local church whose congregation had officially folded, a nearly perfect site for the sorts of ministry 
we’d been imagining.  We didn’t know exactly how we might be able to make “our vision” move from concept to 
reality, but at least we had an initial vision. 
 
Imagine our surprise when we learned that our regional Mennonite friends had been nursing this same vision for 
the last decade; that indeed, one of our current colleagues had grown up at this church and knew its facilities and 
capabilities intimately; that another of our now-ministerial colleagues (a UCC pastor who’d worked with homeless 
veterans in tent encampments) was eager to develop this very sort of ministry in our area, and has been involved 
with the development of a similar ministry in the Lehigh Valley; and that entire denominational judicatories had 
been dreaming of this for years.  As it turns out, we Quakertown Ministerium pastors didn’t have this great “new” 
idea; the Holy Spirit’s been plowing the mission field for this for at least ten years.  And as we’re trying to bring 
this “idea” from vision to some sort of reality, we’re finding ourselves struggling to keep up with what the Holy 
Spirit’s doing.  Our role in this ministry is less like a “tractor pull” and more like surfing.  We aren’t generating the 
waves; we’re just sensing them under our feet and trying to ride the wave and stay on our board… 
 
I probably don’t need to remind you that we at St Paul’s (and we in the Church and churches around our area and 
around our nation) are living “in interesting times”.  The pandemic, along with trends already at work before the 
pandemic but accelerated during the pandemic, have rattled our congregations, leaving us faced with a seeming 
scarcity of pastors, money, in-person worship attenders (especially younger ones), and the hope of keeping things 
“the way they’ve always been”; and in so many ways, like the women journeying to Jesus’ tomb, we wonder “Who 
will roll away the stone for us?”  But just when we were sure our circumstances either limited our options or forced 
us to work harder than we ever have before, it turns out the Holy Spirit has already been at work ahead of us.  Our 
possibilities for ministry collaboration within and beyond our Quakertown Lutheran Cluster are expanding; our So-
cial Ministry, Christian Education, Finance, and Evangelism Teams (among others) have been exploding with new 
ministry initiatives; our Scouts are growing in numbers and activities.  And our Quakertown Ministerium?  We’re 
trying to follow the Holy Spirit’s leading with the development of not just one, but three new ministries to the hun-
gry and homeless in our community— and frankly, we’re just trying to keep up. 

Continued on Next Page…. 

 

Pastor’s Corner 
By Pastor Dave Heckler 
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Pastor’s Corner Continued 
 
In his letter to the Ephesian church, the apostle writes, “Now to Him who by the power at work within us is 
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to Him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever!  Amen”  [Ephesians 3.20-21].   This is critical for us to re-
member as we minister in this time of great change for the church and the world.  We often wonder what we 
can really accomplish for Christ given our resources, our challenges, and even our visions— but ultimately, 
the Gospel and its ministry aren’t about what we can accomplish, but what God is already at work within and 
through and even beyond us to accomplish.  God’s power and God’s Spirit are already at work, doing far 
more than we could ask for or even imagine.  And when we look at the challenges before us and imagine fac-
ing them to be like dragging a dead tractor through a muddy field, the Holy Spirit comes to us and calls us out 
onto the waves and bids us discover anew the freedom and joy and exhilaration of surfing…     
 
Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord,  

Pr. Dave 

 

 

Scouts BSA Troop 007 News 

 We’re so thankful for St Paul’s welcome and support.  But right now, there’s 
one more thing we really need to continue to survive and hopefully, thrive: We 
need more Scouts!  The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare 
young people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling 
in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law.  If you know a parent or grand-
parent of kids from kindergarten to high school, encourage them to visit one of 
our Scout meetings on Thursday nights, or check us out at Scouts007.org. 

 

 We now have a fully chartered Cub Scouts Pack 007 at St Paul’s!  Many thanks to Rich and Robin 
Beaumont and John Hunsberger for their hard work and leadership in bringing this troop together and 
leading it.   

 

 And in our Scout Troop, we have three new (or almost there) Eagle Scouts— Austin Chantelau (whose 
Eagle project includes our new picnic tables), Jayson Halteman (whose Eagle project is the flagpole and 
stone wall overlooking our cemetery), and Corbin Babb.  Congratulations to all of them for reaching 
Scouting’s highest honor! 

 
 February 5 is Scout Sunday— so our worship will feature some of our Scouts from Troop 007 in the 

service via readings and/or reflections.  Let’s welcome our Scouts with joy! 
 

 Our Scouts are holding a Hoagie Fundraiser, featuring Italian or turkey hoagies with or without onions.  
Hoagies are $6 each; an order form is posted in the narthex (front vestibule) for your use, or go to 
Scouts007.org.  Orders and money are due by Feb. 2; hoagies will be freshly made and available Feb. 9 
after 8:00 PM.  Thanks for your support! 
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February Monthly Special:  Lutheran Disaster Response 
Taken from the ELCA website at:   
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response 
 
“Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives have been dis-
rupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When the dust   settles and the headlines 
change, we stay to  provide ongoing assistance to those in need.” 
 
They have helped with Hurricanes, Middle East Crisis, US Wildfires, US Sever Storms, COVID-19, US 
Tornadoes, US Flooding, South Sudan Relief, Middle East and Europe Refugee Crisis, AMMPARO: Pro-
tecting Migrant Minors.  

For more information please go to their 
website linked above.   

St. Paul’s Vacation Bible School 
Planning Meeting – February 7 th at 7 pm via ZOOM 
To join the Zoom meeting, go to: 
 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3700147169?
pwd=d0NsNi9VUkxEVWhaejRIWHd4SUtVUT09  
 
Or go to zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting”, and enter meeting ID 370 014 7169 and 
passcode 119805. Or call 929.205.6099 and use meeting ID 370 014 7169 and 
passcode 119805.   (Or use Free Conference Call-- 857.232.0157, conference code 144261). 
 
It is time to start thinking about VBS at St. Paul’s! And yes, you guessed it, St. Paul’s needs YOU! 
 
What for you ask, how can I help you ask, what can I do for the kids you ask, how can I help the Haycock 
community you ask – well, let’s get started :-). 
 
  Are you able to help with or lead a craft? 
  Are you able to provide a snack? 
  Are you able to donate bottled water? 
  Are you able to come ONE evening and we’ll find a place for you to help out? 
  Are you a GREAT decorator and would be able to help decorate? 
  Are you able to to check-in kids the first evening? 
 
Please prayerfully consider being part of this wonderful ministry. Is God calling you and you are not sure 
what He wants? Well, pick up the phone already; this is a great way to “get your feet wet” and be 
involved in a fun filled ministry! God knows where He needs you, but YOU have to get out of the boat! 
 
God’s Blessings to you and many thanks for being the people that you are ~ 
 
Please contact Rose Sutkins at rsutkins@gmail.com or 215-262-4782 if you are not able to join the Zoom 
meeting, but are interested in hearing more about VBS. 

 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3700147169?pwd=d0NsNi9VUkxEVWhaejRIWHd4SUtVUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3700147169?pwd=d0NsNi9VUkxEVWhaejRIWHd4SUtVUT09
mailto:intoorganics@gmail.com
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  AHUB Upper Bucks Code Blue News        

The Upper Bucks Code Blue sheltering ministry of Advocates for the Homeless of Upper 
Bucks (AHUB) provides emergency shelter for homeless people when nighttime tem-
peratures and/or wind chills reach dangerous levels— in our case, 26 degrees or be-
low— from Nov. 15 through Apr. 15.  We’ve already been open almost 30 nights this 
winter, and we’ve been sheltering even more of our neighbors in need at the Masonic 
Lodge building in downtown Quakertown.   

But this ministry requires volunteers sharing their time, organizational skills, relational 
skills, and of course, food and supplies to make this shelter available for folks in need.  
If you’re interested in helping with the ministry of AHUB, please see Pr Dave.  

 

Bible Study—Join Us! 

Come join us each week for our 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 
from 10:00 AM-12:00 NN in the par-
ish house.  (We’re “Living with the 
Lectionary”, digging into the Scrip-
ture readings for the upcoming week 
to discover the treasures that await us 
come Sunday.   You don’t have to be 
a biblical “expert” to get a lot out of 
this study— so come on out in the 
broad daylight and invite your friends to join you! 

Happy Birthday!  
 

Jacob Baringer 2/3 
Victoria Hassler  2/4 
Mary Martin   2/6 
Mary Johnson  2/7 
Lauren Gibson  2/8 
Robert Ball  2/9 
Amari Hassler 2/12 
Debra Constable 2/13 
Addalyn Roeder 2/13 
Janet Miller  2/16 
Marie Shaw  2/16 
Jason Beaumont 2/18 
Donna Martin 2/22 
Josephine Scott 2/24 

Updated Office Hours Jan. 10, 2023—May 2023 
Alicia, our church administrative assistant, will be in 
the office on Tuesdays from 8:30 am—2:30 pm and  

Fridays from 8:00 am—2:00 pm 

PAINT ST. PAUL'S: As a Congregation, we agreed that painting St. Paul’s inside and out 
should be a priority to maintain the integrity of our structure and present a shining example of 
love for our home of worship.  
  

We completed the painting in 2022 at a cost of $19,900. We decided to defer raising the funds to cover the 
capital we withdrew from investments until we finished raising funds for the parking lot renovation. Having 
successfully met and exceeded our fundraising goal for the handicapped parking lot renovations, we 
are ready now to raise the funds to repay our investments. 
  
In order to offset the cost of the painting project, the Congregation approved holding a capital campaign. The 
Painting St. Paul’s Campaign will consist of a 3-year pledge period starting in March 2023. Campaign pro-
ceeds will replace the funds taken from the church’s investments. 
  
A form for making a pledge is available in the pews and will be sent to your home.. Please prayerfully con-
sider what you can donate toward this worthy cause as we welcome all to St. Paul’s. Thank you for return-
ing your pledge card by February 26th. 
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Baptismal Anniversaries! 

We rejoice to  celebrate people's bio-
logical birthdays all the time, and 
rightly.  But as   wonderful as receiv-
ing the gift of life in this world is,   
receiving the gift of new and eternal 
life in Christ Jesus in our Baptism is 
even more wonderful (and best of all, 
it never grows old!).  Why shouldn't 
we  celebrate the anniversary of our 
new birth in Christ even more glad-
ly?               

Happy Baptismal Birthday!    
 

Stefanie Bauman, Jessica Hallman, 
Amara Johnson 

Finance Update: 
 
On Going Business: 
1.        Vanguard Account Balances:  As of 
December 31, 2022, $94,189.38; Novem-
ber 30, 2022, $96,832.41; October 31, 
2022, $92,167. Tom initiated paperwork to 
change Vanguard Liaison to Karen because Rich has rotated off the 
committee. Awaiting Council minutes designating change, which 
must be submitted to Vanguard to complete the change. At that 
time, Tom will provide Karen with binder, checkbook and instruc-
tions. 
  
2.        Income statement: As of December 31, 2022, expenses for 
the year exceeded income ($28,898 – DRAFT ONLY at the time 
of the meeting; will be finalized for Council); November 30, 
2022, expenses for the year exceed income ($30,577.74), which 
include paying for removal and trimming of trees (about $6000); 
October 31, 2022, expenses for the year exceed income 
($22,591).  Note that the projected deficit for 2022 was expected to 
be in excess of ($29,000). Tom and Bob will look into possible al-
ternatives for electricity to reduce expenses. Noted also increased 
fuel oil expenses.  
  
3.        Stewardship: 
c.       Sara will officially launch the “Paint St. Paul’s” capital cam-
paign at the annual meeting. Goal $15,000. Will include pledge 
cards, mailing, emails, and reminders in the newsletter and bulletin. 
3-year collection period. 
d.      Bob reported that the Mitten Tree raised $287 in December and 
there may be additional donations yet to be counted from January. 
This is in addition to the $700 raised by social ministry from its 
baked sale in December. 
  
4.      Cemetery: As of December 31, 2022, balance is $86,154.95; 
November 30, 2022, balance is 88,206.86; October 31, 2022, bal-
ance is $84,977.22.  

 

In the event of inclement weather you are always 
cautioned to remain at home if you feel traveling is 

unsafe.  The answering machine will be updated 
with a message and an e-mail will be sent when a de-

cision has been made to cancel services due to icy/
snowy/unsafe weather conditions. 

 

Like us on Facebook (and check us out 
online)! 
Our church website:
 www.stpaulsqtown.org      
 
Our email address:
 stpaulsqtown@gmail.com  
 
Our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/
StPaulsQtown   
 
Joyful Noise Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls 
 
For daily Morning and Evening Prayer:
 https://
dailyoffice.wordpress.com/ 
 

http://www.stpaulsqtown.org
mailto:stpaulsqtown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls
https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/
https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/
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Join Us Online via  Zoom or Free Conference Call! 
 
 If you’d like to participate in most of our activities taking place over Zoom, go 

to zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 
370 014 7169, and if it asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.   

 If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will work to access Zoom: 
929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799. After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's 
code, and you'll type in 370 014 7169, then 119805 and you’re in.  (What's more, with your smart phone or 
computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you— something that's precious 
right now!)    You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]:  Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code 
144261, and you’re in. 

 Even though our Sunday morning Fellowship Hour is beings held in person again after worship, Patty 
Schumacher’s making sure you can still join in, even if you can’t join us in person!  To do so,  follow the 
instructions above for Zoom, but use meeting ID 839 381 0896 and passcode 90e8Dm. 

 
 And if you want to check out the latest announcements, you can find “This Week at St Paul’s” on Google 

Docs at 

docs.google.com/document/d/1aZi_lL0SHaQ1BOGFS_s3bt0oHoTQ4fCy9tO372PZioE/edit# 

Supporting Our Ministries  
 
Thanks for continuing to support our ministries here at St Paul’s!  Your tithes and offerings 
are much needed during this time; as of November 30th, our congregation’s expenses for 2022 
have exceeded our income by over $30,000, even with very disciplined stewardship of our re-
sources.  We know that right now, funds are tight for everyone; but we encourage you to prayerfully consider 

how you might be able to support our ministry together.  If you’d like to give electronically (via Simply Giving, our 
church website, or some other electronic means) and would like some information on how to do that, please contact the 
church office. 

You can financially support our ministries in several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, you’re 
already taken care of; [2] You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online, even using a credit or debit card.  Whatever way you choose, 
your contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the good things God’s doing 
through us. 

And remember, if you tithe using “Simply Giving” and you’ve increased your tithe amount on your pledge card, you need 
to fill out a new Simply Giving authorization form noting the change.  Please contact the church office for a form. 

DON’T FORGET 
TO … 
1. Save your alumi-

num tabs from 
Soda Cans, Soup 
Cans, etc. and 
give to Todd Sil-
vius for the 
Ronald McDonald House.    

 
2. If you have e-mail; sign up for the 

Electronic version of the newsletter by 
e-mailing us at 
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com. 

 
*Due to the closure of the            

Quakertown Redners we are no 
longer collecting receipts. 

Amazon Smile Ending February 20, 2023 
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Ama-
zon Smile program!  We are grateful to Amazon for 
beginning this program to support charities/non-
profits/churches.  Amazon has decided to stop this 
program due to the impact being less than they 
hoped. With so many charitable options their ability 
to make an impact was “spread too thin” but they are 
continuing to give in other areas/to programs of their 

choice.  Your orders through ama-
zon will continue to benefit St. 
Paul’s through February 20th.  
Again, thank you to all who partici-
pated! 

docs.google.com/document/d/1aZi_lL0SHaQ1BOGFS_s3bt0oHoTQ4fCy9tO372PZioE/edit
http://www.stpaulsqtown.org
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=amazon+symbol&view=detailv2&&&id=FA57A8655706AD47F02897910B1D07776926F5A7&selectedIndex=9&ccid=IPKL3Z0d&simid=608016697946277515&thid=JN.dL%2bJsNKhQ4mkOKhIF%2fo5nQ
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February Worship News:  
God’s Epiphanies in Christ Jesus Continue 

The season of Epiphany continues through the first three Sundays in Febru-
ary— and then sooner than we might expect, we move into Lent.  Here how 
we’re doing this at St Paul’s: 
 
 

 During the Epiphany season, we’re using the very familiar Holy Communion Setting 5 from the blue 
With One Voice hymnal as our base liturgy.  It’s a musically upbeat setting of our traditional Lutheran 
liturgy, centered on a bold setting of the angels’ Christmas song “Glory to God in the Highest!”   And 
we’re sharing in Holy Communion every Sunday, so be sure to have your home altar ready with 
bread and wine on those days if you can’t join us in person. 

 
 February 5 is Scout Sunday— so our worship will feature some of our Scouts from Troop 007 in the 

service via readings and/or reflections.   
 
 On February 19, we’ll be celebrating the Transfiguration of Our Lord, where the “brightest and 

best of the stars of the morning” unmistakably reveals God’s glory on the mountaintop before His jour-
ney shifts decisively toward the cross for our salvation.  It’s both a last taste of Epiphany’s light and a 
foretaste of Easter’s victory and history’s consummation all rolled into one— don’t miss it!  

 
 On February 22 @ 7:00 PM, we begin the holy and solemn season of Lent with our annual Ash 

Wednesday Eucharist at St Paul’s and via livestream.  This beginning of our wilderness journey 
will feature an extended confession of sins, the reception of ashes, and the sharing of Holy Commun-
ion in a rich testimony both to the brokenness our sin has wrought upon us and to the amazing grace of 
Christ Jesus who sets us free.  Our friends from Christ UCC in Trumbauersville will be joining us at St 
Paul’s for this service, as will plenty of others online.  Invite your friends and neighbors and come join 
us! 

 February 26 is the First Sunday in Lent— a season in which we journey with Jesus from the divine 
declaration of Jesus’ glory through the wilderness to the true glory of Christ Jesus seen in His cross.  
During the Lenten season, we’ll be using a “hymn mass” setting with canticles to familiar hymn tunes 
(including a variety of “Kyrie” settings).   

 

Social Ministry Events…... 

 
Feeding the Hungry: Social Ministry is helping pack food bags the first Thursday of every 
month, 1-3 pm, at the Quakertown Food Pantry. No experience necessary! Everyone is 
welcome to provide this vital ministry to the community. See Sara George,                          
primrose40@aol.com, or 215-538-3786. 

 

February Doldrums: Battle the winter blues by joining us for a Cake Walk in the fellowship 
hall after church on Sunday, February 12. Music and baked goods! (Bakers are welcome to 
contribute -- cakes, cookies, brownies, cupcakes, etc.)  

mailto:primrose40@aol.com
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Ash Wednesday:  If you’re joining us online . . .  

As noted on the previous page, on February 22, we’ll begin the penitential season of 
Lent by observing our annual Ash Wednesday Eucharist at St Paul’s and via 
livestream.  But if you’re sharing in our worship via livestream, there’s one logistical 
problem you’re probably anticipated: “How are we going to share in the Imposition of 
Ashes together from home?  Where will we get the ashes?”   

Well, there are two ways you can gather ashes to use at home when we get to that point in our service: 

 One is to use what you have on hand.  Do you have a fireplace?  Ashes from 
your fireplace will do if you don’t have palms (burned cellulose is burned cellu-
lose, no matter where the cellulose comes from); and at its core, anointing oil is 
basic olive oil.  Mix the ashes and the olive oil in a small dish to form a black 
paste.  And dedicate what you have to God’s use with prayer and thanksgiving; 
that’s what consecrates it, not a pastor’s “holy zap”.    

 

 If you want to do something a little more symbolic and you’re not afraid to burn 
something, try this:  At least an hour before the service, provide everyone with you 
with a pencil and a small sheet of paper.  Have each person write down something 
that they’d like to confess and/or repent of.  (Younger children can draw out their 
confessions.)  Then crumple up and toss the confessions into a fireproof metal pan 
in a well-ventilated place.  Soak the papers in a little rubbing alcohol (it’s a mild ac-
celerant and it’ll help keep the smoke down), then use a candlelighter to light the 
confessions on fire, saying “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me.”  Once the papers have been reduced to ash, use a metal spoon to 
mash the ashes to powder (and put out any remaining flame), add a little cooking oil, and mix them 
into a paste.   

However you procure your ashes, at the appropriate time in the service, have each person dip their 
thumb or finger in the paste and make the sign of the cross on their neighbor’s forehead, saying 
“Remember that you’re dust, and to dust you shall return.”  After the service, return the ashes to 
the earth, perhaps in a garden area, where something new will spring from among the ashes… 

 Of course, if you’re not into receiving the ashes (or you don’t want to 
work/play with fire), here’s an alternative: Set a small bowl of water on your 
home altar.  When we reach the point in our service for the “imposition of ash-
es”, dip your fingers in the water and make the sign of the cross on your neigh-
bor’s forehead, saying “Buried with Christ and dead to sin, arise with 
Christ to live in Him.”  In the past, we’ve included both “cross-signings” in 
our Ash Wednesday services.  Either one, or both, will work in these pandemic 
times.  The key is the tactile remembering of our human frailty, our Baptismal 

union with Christ in His death, and the promise of resurrection life into which God turn our lives 
around… 

And remember, our Ash Wednesday service is a service of Holy Communion in 
which we share once more in Jesus’ response to our human betrayals: “This is My 
body, given for you… This is my blood, shed for you and for all people for the for-
giveness of sin…”  So be sure to have your home altar ready with bread and wine to 
share…  



St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church 
837 Old Bethlehem Road 
Quakertown, PA 18951 
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Sharing God’s Love in Joyful  

Service! 
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