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GATHERING 

GATHERING MUSIC 

ENTRANCE HYMN:    “The Advent of Our God”       LBW 22 

This hymn is printed on the following page. 

 

ADVENT CANDLELIGHTING AND PRAYER:           
Pr Dave sings a line, we echo it… and we light the Advent candle[s] as we sing… 

As the dark awaits the dawn…  so we await Your light… 
Star of Promise, scatter night…  loving bright, loving bright…   

Till shades of fear are gone… 
 

As the blue expectant hour…  before the silv’ring skies… 
We long to see Your day arise…  whole and wise, whole and wise… 

O lucent Morning Star… 
 

As the moon reflects the sun…  until the night’s decrease… 
Let Your healing light release…  living peace, living peace… 

Unto Your holy dawn… 
 

Shine Your future on this place…  Enlighten every guest… 
Through us stream Your holiness…  bright and blest, bright and blest… 

Come dawn, O Sun of grace…    
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Welcome to our worship of the living God on this First Sunday of 
Advent!  The new Church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is 
coming soon!  In today’s readings, both Paul and Jesus challenge us to 
wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s 
coming.  Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on 
the holy mountain and there’ll be no more war or suffering.  Though 
we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for 
what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the Word 
and Meal that strengthens our faith in the promises of God. 
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GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY: 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the ☩  love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit are with you all.              And also with you. 

Then let’s pray:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come! 
By Your merciful protection, save us from the threatening dangers of our sins,  
and enlighten our walk in the way of Your salvation,  
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    Amen. 
 

 

After singing this hymn, return to page 1 for the 
Advent Candlelighting rite. 
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WORD AND PRAYER 

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD: 
Martin Luther once said, “The Bible is the manger in which Christ is laid.” 

Pr Dave will sing this chant alone the first time; then we’ll sing it through two more times: 

If in your heart you make a manger for His birth, 
Then God will once again become a child on earth… 

 
 
 

FIRST READING:     Isaiah 2.1-5           NRSVUE 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 
 
2 In days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 
and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.  3 Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let’s go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us His 
ways and that we may walk in His paths.”  For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem.  4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore.  5 O house of Jacob, come, let’s walk in the light of the 
Lord! 

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.                 Thanks be to God! 

 

 

SECOND READING:    Romans 13.11-14        NRSVUE 

St Paul writes:  Besides this, you know what time it is— how it’s already the moment for you to wake 
from sleep.  For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the 
day is near.  Let’s then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let’s walk decently 
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy.  14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

This is holy wisdom; this is holy word.                  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL:   Matthew 24.36-44        NRSVUE  

Oh, come, oh, come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
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That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!  

 

The Holy Gospel according to St Matthew, the 24th chapter.            Glory to You, O Lord! 

Jesus said to His disciples about the consummation of the ages:  “But about that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man.  38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man.  40 Then two will be in the field; one 
will be taken, and one will be left.  41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and 
one will be left.  42 Keep awake, therefore, for you don’t know on what day your Lord’s coming.  43 But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would’ve stayed awake and wouldn’t have let his house be broken into.  44 Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you don’t expect.” 

This is the Gospel of our Lord.                     Praise to You, O Christ! 

Oh, come, O Branch of Jesse, free Your own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell Your people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel!  
 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”  ELW 436 
 

Wake, awake, for night is flying!  The watchmen on the heights are crying,  
“Awake, Jerusalem, at last!” 

Midnight hears the welcome voices, and at the thrilling cry rejoices:  
“Come forth, you maidens!  Night is past! 

The bridegroom comes!   Awake; your lamps with gladness take!”  Alleluia! 
Rise and prepare the feast to share; go, meet the bridegroom, who draws near. 

 
Zion hears the watchers singing, and all her heart with joy is springing. 

She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 
Her dear friend comes down, all glorious, the strong in grace, in truth victorious: 

Her Star is ris’n; her Light is come. 
Now come, O Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son!  Sing hosanna! 

We hear the call, “Come one, come all!” and follow to the banquet hall. 
Gloria!  Let heav’n adore You!  Let saints and angels sing before You, 

With harp and cymbal’s clearest tone. 
Gates of pearl, twelve portals gleaming, lead us to bliss beyond all dreaming, 
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With angel choirs around Your throne. 
No eye has caught the light, no ear the thund’ring might of such glory. 

There we will go: what joy we’ll know!  There sweet delight will ever flow! 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED: 

Let’s confess our faith in the words of our baptismal creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.   
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.   
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.   
He descended into hell.  On the third day He rose again.   
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

PRAYERS AND SHARING OF PEACE:             

Then trusting in this God, living in this Hope, let’s pray for a world redeemed,  
the Church renewed, and all people restored in the Coming One: 
 
We give You thanks and praise, O God, that though the day and hour of Your appearing can’t be known, 
You’ve given us visions of our approaching salvation, when Christ will gather Your faithful ones and bring 
them home to Your holy mountain.  Gather all people into Your house, O Lord, and open our eyes to Your 
presence among even now.  Then send us forth as witnesses to Your grace, that others may see and be 
drawn to You.  Merciful God,                         hear our prayer. 

Guide us as a shepherd throughout this Advent season.  Turn us away from the temptations and false 
promises of consumerism and lead us to see and respond to the needs of those in our congregation and 
community.  Merciful God,                    hear our prayer. 

Guide congregations in transition or conflict.  Give wisdom to our congregational councils, call committees, 
and ministry leaders, and keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission.  Merciful God,   
                         hear our prayer. 

Transform our tools of war and destruction into instruments of cultivation and growth.  Lead warring 
nations and organizations to lay down their weapons and forsake the false gods of destructive power and 
fear.  Plant Your peace in every place where violence now holds sway, and healing where people’s lives 
have been torn asunder by that violence.  Merciful God,           hear our prayer. 
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Let Your reconciling Spirit break through walls of fear and resentment in every community, that we may 
become ever more fully one new humanity in Christ Jesus.  Give us the courage to welcome You in every 
distressing disguise in which You come to meet us, that we may not establish our fortresses in the 
darkness of fear and the shadow of death.  Merciful God,          hear our prayer. 

Bring Your healing to all those who are broken in body, mind, or spirit, that they may know Your presence 
near, Your new day dawning in their own experience, and Your Holy Spirit renewing them in strength and 
life.  We especially seek Your healing for those we remember before You now…  Merciful God,     
                                     hear our prayer. 

Come to us with a new dawn of Your grace, though our sinful failures in love and life have wounded our 
neighbors, damaged our communities, and broken Your heart.  Forgive us our sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ and transform our lives by Your Holy Spirit.  Merciful God,         hear our prayer. 

For into Your hands, O God, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,  
trusting in Your mercy through Christ Jesus our Lord.             Amen. 
 
Hear the Good News, my brothers and sisters:  In the mercy of Almighty God,  
Jesus Christ has given His life for you, and in ☩  Him, you’re forgiven!   
Now reconciled to God and to one another, let’s walk in Christ in newness of life,   
for the peace of the Lord is with you always.                   And also with you. 

Reconciled to God and to one another, we share a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

MEAL 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND OURSELVES: 

“Waiting!”             -- Words and music by Ruth Elaine Schram 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN:                         ELW 814 
            We’ll sing this through three times:  ➔ 
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               Used with permission through One License music license number 731531-A 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:  

Blest are You, holy, mighty, and merciful Lord!   
You bring light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence!   
We worship You for our lives and for the world You give us.   
We thank You for the world to come, and for the love that’ll rule all in all.   
We praise You for the grace shown to Israel, the people of Your promise: 
the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land,  
the memory of the ancestors, the homecoming from exile,  
and the prophets' words that won’t be in vain.   
In all this we bless You for Your Son, Christ Jesus our Lord,  
who fulfilled and will fulfill all Your promises.   
Living out Your death-defying love in word and deed,  
He gave His life for us even unto death on the cross,  
that filled with the Spirit of His resurrection, we might have eternal life in Him.   
 
In the night in which He was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take and eat.   
This is My body, given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.”   
Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all of them to drink,  
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood, shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of Me.”   
 
And so, remembering His life given for us, rejoicing in His rising from the grave,  
we await His final appearing when all things will be restored in Him.   
 
Now pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us, that held and nourished by You,  
we who share the Lord's body and blood may live as His body in the world,  
shining with the light of Your Son.   
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All this we pray with joy through our Lord Jesus Christ, who’s taught us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name!   
Thy Kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION                  

Now we share God’s consecrated gifts among God’s consecrated people, knowing that our living Lord Jesus 
is fully present with us in His Supper, giving Himself to us in bread and wine and forgiving love.   Today, we'll 
share the Lord’s Supper by receiving the body and blood of Christ by “tables” and the cup by intinction: 
When the usher bids you, come forward via the left side aisle, take a glass already filled with grape juice if 
necessary, and kneel or stand at the altar rail.  Receive “the body of Christ, given for you” from the Pastor; 
receive “the blood of Christ, shed for you” from our communion assistant by dipping the wafer in the wine 
(or drink the grape juice you already have in hand).  Pr Dave will dismiss each “table” with a blessing, at 
which point the next “table” will form.  Once we’ve all communed, our service continues with thanksgiving… 

“May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen us and keep us in His grace.  Return in peace…” 
 

 

SENDING 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER:        
Faithful God, we give You thanks, for in this meal You’ve remembered Your mercy, 
bringing heaven to earth in the body and blood of Christ. 
As we wait for the day when all Your promises will be fulfilled,  
sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery,  
and guide us toward Your promised future coming to birth in Christ Jesus our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION: 

Now may God our Creator clothe you in the light of Christ; may Christ Jesus teach you His ways; 
may the Holy Spirit keep you alert for the coming day of the Lord;  
and Almighty God, Father, ☩  Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.       Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN:     “The King Shall Come”      ELW 260 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND DISMISSAL: 

God has a plan.                              We’re it! 

What’s our part in God’s plan?                  Sharing God’s love in joyful service! 

Then let’s go in peace, live in joy, and serve the Lord!            Thanks be to God!   
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