July 2022

Pastor’s Corner

By Pastor Dave Heckler
Well, it’s the beginning of August— and right now, I know many of you are feeling quite a bit of malaise…
I trust that by now you’ve received the two emails Sara George has sent out on behalf of our Finance and Stewardship
Team, so you know our congregation’s finances aren’t in the best of shape. As of June 30, we’re over $15,000 “in the red” (expenses over
income); our costs of doing ministry are rising with the rate of inflation and other factors beyond our control, and our investments are decreasing in value because of those same factors. Our in-person Sunday worship attendance has averaged half its pre-pandemic levels; and
though quite a number of you are regularly joining us via our Facebook or Free Conference Call livestreams, when those who are physically present in the sanctuary don’t see those of you who aren’t, they feel as though you’re absent. We have a number of younger children
in our congregation, but we haven’t been able to gather them together since the pandemic, and “a number” is more like 6-8 than 20-40.
Some of us have experienced the recent deaths of friends and relatives who frankly died “too soon”, which only makes us all feel older
and more vulnerable. And while I could truthfully tell you that many of our fellow Lutheran and UCC congregations are experiencing the
same (or even worse) struggles as we are, that probably doesn’t make you feel any better. For more of you than you probably want to admit, it feels as though we as a congregation are dying…
Of course, our immediate impulse when that feeling sets in is to “do something”— and we are. Our Finance and Property Teams are exploring the possibilities, liabilities, and challenges of renting out or selling our parish house to provide us some additional income, and we
should have a better idea of those things by the beginning of October. We’re working together with our partner congregations in the
Quakertown Lutheran Cluster (along with two UCC congregations) to provide a Vacation Bible School program this summer at St John’s
Lutheran Activity Center in Richlandtown, among other collaborative efforts. Our recent hoagie sale (sponsored by our Social Ministry
Team) raised over $850 for support of our ministry, and our upcoming “Harvest Fair” should also help a bit; and we’re still debating
whether hosting Joyful Noise 9 in 2023 is feasible given all our other financial challenges. But even with all this activity, we recognize
that none of these efforts is a “silver bullet” that’ll solve our problems and make these challenges go away. There’s no way out of these
challenges; the only way out is through— through the way of the cross, the way of dying to “the way things have always been” and trusting God, not our own efforts or strength, to make God’s Reign take its proper shape among and through us in this community…
I’m struck by the “coincidence” that as I write this, our gospel reading for this coming Sunday features Jesus teaching His disciples what
we call “the Lord’s Prayer” and calling them to embrace a thoroughly shameless dependency. We say the words to the Lord’s Prayer all
the time: “Hallowed be Thy Name; Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread…”— but frankly, one might wonder whether it’s easier to say those words with trembling or with trust. Indeed, Martin Luther reminds us in his Small Catechism that God does all these things (hallows His Name, lives out His Reign in the world, gives us what we
need from day to day, etc.) even before we ask Him to do them, indeed, even if we don’t ask Him to do them— but God wants us to recognize this, to receive God’s gifts (and our need of those gifts) with thanksgiving, and to become partners with God in this work so that all
around us may recognize God’s grace at work in their lives. (What we call “stewardship” is our grateful partnership with God in God’s
work along these lines.) But here’s where the trembling comes in: We can’t do any of these things by and for ourselves. We can teach
our children (and each other) about Jesus with a passion and with great thoroughness and skill, but we can’t guarantee that they’ll remain
steadfast in the journey of faith whose trail we’ve blazed for them; we can give of our treasures and cut our costs until we bleed, but we
can’t secure ourselves against our own vulnerability and mortality as individuals and as a congregation. What we can do (and this only by
the Holy Spirit working through God’s Word) is trust God for today: trust God to provide us what we need today and bring us to the
morrow… trust God to bring His Reign to bear in the lives of our children and our community both through and beyond us and our efforts… trust God, as our Lord Jesus did, that even if this journey of discipleship leads us to our “death”, that that death is the portal to new
and resurrection life… and trusting God, defying the fears that would haunt us and hamstring our willingness to serve our neighbors in
love, rejecting what Luther calls “false belief, despair, and other great and shameful sins”, reaching out instead to those around us with the
invitation, the welcome, and the gracious compassion of our Lord Jesus Christ.
It's in that terrifying, vulnerable, holy trust in God that we live as disciples of Christ Jesus, not only right
now, but in every age. We’ve never had our future in our complete control, and we never will. But we have
“Christ in us, our hope of glory” [Colossians 1.27]; we have each other, and in that a rich legacy of bearing
one another up in love and supporting one another in times of trouble; we have the Holy Spirit still at work in
and among us through the Word and sacraments to enliven and strengthen us in ministry; and we have the
faithfulness and trustworthiness of our heavenly Father, who guides and provides for us step by step, day by
day, with what we need not only to survive, but thrive. So don’t let yourselves be paralyzed by fear or anxiety. Let’s give thanks to God for today’s graces, remind one another of God’s death-defying faithfulness in
Christ, and take the next step, step by step, together as one in Christ Jesus our Lord!
Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord,

Pr. Dave
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Some “food for thought”:

“Back in the day, I was a pastor at the largest church in North America. Eventually, I walked away from it
all because I couldn’t teach beliefs and doctrines that I myself no longer accepted. No person taught evangelical theology with the devotion and passion that I did; but one day I realized this didn’t produce true and
lasting change in others’ lives or my own.
“Looking back, I can see I made at least these mistakes as a megachurch pastor:
Putting church over community;
Putting orthodoxy over love;
Putting certainty over wonder;
Putting teaching over conversation;
Putting “polished” over “real”;
Putting explanations over empathy;
Putting answers over questions;
Putting membership over friendship;
Putting prayer over action;
Putting services over self-care;
Putting style over substance;
Putting appearance over authenticity;
Putting theology over psychology;

Putting religiosity over spirituality;
Putting numbers over faces;
Putting holiness over humanity;
Putting accountability over acceptance;
Putting heaven over earth;
Putting meetings over relationships;
Putting reputation over risk;
Putting superiority over humility;
Putting charisma over compassion;
Putting the afterlife over the “here” life;
Putting doctrine over reason;
Putting patriarchy over equality;
Putting Christianity over Jesus.

Sidebar comment:
Personally, I’ve found that every one of these mistakes tends to rear its ugly head
when we forget that the Gospel, the “evangelium”, is all about what God has done for all of us in Christ Jesus and instead begin to act out of the assumption that it’s all about what we’re doing for God and/or what
makes us “superior” to “all those other folks” whom God can’t possibly love until we “make the sale”. Remaining centered in what God’s done (and is doing) for all of us in Christ Jesus (i.e., God’s grace) inevitably
beats up and destroys my ego and the Church’s collective ego— but it alone produces the humility and vulnerability through which the Holy Spirit really transforms others’ lives…
Vacation Bible School
Join us at St. John’s Activity Center
located at: 26 First Ave, Richlandtown,
PA
In collaboration with

St. John's Lutheran, Richlandtown
St. John's Lutheran, Spinnerstown
St. Paul's Ev. Lutheran, Applebachsville
Christ's Lutheran, Trumbauersville
To register click on the link:

docs.google.com/forms/
d/1lWKnl_CnwVEU__jCY1K0ZKXaP0TiJ
Ai9lSVUDOfv7cI
Contact Rose Sutkins at 215-262-4782 or
rsutkins@gmail.com with questions.
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Evangelism’s Stance on a Social Statement—Join Us!
HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED . . . .

 How do we reach the younger people in our communities?
 How do we proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ against the
negative messaging in the news and social media?

 How do we counter the condemnation message of Christian Nationalism with the Good News Message of Christ?

I believe St. Paul’s is in need of a strong social statement; one that is upfront, clear, and bold for the
community to see. In the spring, Evangelism began this process and paused throughout the summer. With a
desire to complete the social statement, I invite everyone in the congregation to our September Evangelism
meeting (TBA) for this discussion.
Please join us!
Brett Shaw, Evangelism Council Liaison
A delicious way to support our local food
pantries! The Social Ministry is sponsoring a
hoagie sale on September 10th. Proceeds will
benefit the local food pantries who are experiencing high demand . Turkey and Italian hoagies,
with and without onions, are available for $5.50
each or $10 for two. Must place order by
September 1. Please help feed the hungry! Order
forms may be found in the narthex and fellowship
hall; please give order forms to Sascha Baringer
or Sara George.

Sunday
School is
BACK!!!!

Exciting News!
Sunday School, for ages 4 through
5th grade, begins September
11th, 2022 meeting the 2nd
and 4th Sunday of each month.
Older than 5th grade? We would love to have
older children as helpers and leaders. If interested
in helping please see Stefanie Bauman. Mark your
calendars, tell your children’s friends, and join us
on the 11th of September for our first day of Sunday School!

Family Drive-in Movies at Christ’s Lutheran, Trumbauersville
Our brothers and sisters at Christ’s Lutheran Church in Trumbauersville are once
again presenting free drive-in family movies in their parking lot every Friday
evening at sunset. Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, etc. and enjoy! Popcorn is
served up for free; other snacks are also available at a small cost. (Each week
they’ll also be collecting canned food for their F.E.A.S.T. Pantry! Thanks for
your support!) Here’s the schedule of movies for this summer:
Aug. 12: “Frozen 2”
Aug. 19: “Big Hero 6:
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Interested in Preparing for Confirmation?
Confirmation is about preparing you to embrace for yourself your Baptismal calling and the journey of Christian discipleship through study of the Bible and Martin
Luther’s Small Catechism. Generally, students take part in confirmation classes
somewhere between the ages of 12-16— but we’ve had adults sit in on our classes
who’ve found them very helpful. If you’re interested in participating in our confirmation ministry here at St Paul’s, please contact Pr Dave as soon as possible so we
can prepare.

Scouts BSA Troop 007 News
We’re so thankful for St Paul’s welcome and support. But right now, there’s one more thing we really need
to continue to survive and hopefully, thrive: We need more Scouts! The mission of the Boy Scouts of
America is to prepare young people to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in
them the values of the Scout Oath and Law. If you know a parent or grandparent of kids from kindergarten to high school, encourage them to visit one of our Scout meetings on Thursday
nights, or check us out at Scouts007.org.
Here are some of our upcoming activities:
Sept. 10-12
Sept. 24

Camping at Treasure Island
Harvest Festival at St Paul's with Scout participation
Our Scouts BSA Troop 007 here at St Paul's is having a Hoagie Sale. These
Italian or turkey hoagies are $6.00 each, and proceeds from the sale will help
fund Troop 007’s activities. All orders and money due by August 18;
hoagie pickup will be on August 25 at 8:00 pm at the church. Thanks in
advance for your support!

Like us on Facebook (and check us out online)!
Our church website:
www.stpaulsqtown.org
Our email address:
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com
Our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
Joyful Noise Facebook: www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls
For daily Morning and Evening Prayer: https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/

August’s “Monthly Special”: Haycock Fire Company
Our “Monthly Specials” and “Noisy Offerings” are special opportunities for
giving to help specific ministries in our community and beyond— some of
them through the Lutheran church, others through the community organizations. For August, our Monthly Special Recipient is the Haycock Fire
Company, which serves Haycock Township and surrounding communities
with quick-response emergency medical services, firefighting, and marine
rescue services. Please give as you’re able!
Baptismal Anniversaries!
We rejoice to celebrate people's biological birthdays all the time, and rightly. But as wonderful as receiving the gift of life in this world is, receiving the gift of new and eternal life in
Christ Jesus in our Baptism is even more wonderful (and best of all, it never grows old!). Why
shouldn't we celebrate the anniversary of our new birth in Christ even more gladly? So Happy
Baptismal Birthday this month to Ethan Bauman and Vera Madore!
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Join Us During Social Distancing on Zoom!
 If you’d like to participate in most of our activities taking place over Zoom, go

to zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID
370 014 7169, and if it asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.

 If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will work to access Zoom:

929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799. After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's
code, and you'll type in 370 014 7169, then 119805 and you’re in. (What's more, with your smart phone or
computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you— something that's precious
right now!) You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code
144261, and you’re in.

 Even though our Sunday morning Fellowship Hour is beings held in person again after worship, Patty

Schumacher’s making sure you can still join in, even if you can’t join us in person! To do so, follow the
instructions above for Zoom, but use meeting ID 839 381 0896 and passcode 90e8Dm.

 And if you want to check out the latest announcements, you can find “This Week at St Paul’s” on Google

Docs at
docs.google.com/document/d/1aZi_lL0SHaQ1BOGFS_s3bt0oHoTQ4fCy9tO372PZioE/edit#

Supporting Our Ministries
Thanks for continuing to support our ministries here at St Paul’s! Your tithes and offerings
are much needed during this time; as of February 28, our congregation’s expenses for 2022 have
exceeded our income by $6473.48. True, we’ve run deficits before— but if we continue at this
rate, we’ll have an annual deficit of $39,000 for 2022, which isn’t a deficit we can sustain. We
know that right now, funds are tight for everyone; but we encourage you to prayerfully consider
how you might be able to support our ministry together. If you’d like to give electronically (via
Simply Giving, our church website, or some other electronic means) and would like some information on how to do that, please contact the church office.
You can financially support our ministries in several ways: [1] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving,
you’re already taken care of; [2] You can mail your offerings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church
website (www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online, even using a credit or debit card. Whatever
way you choose, your contributions help us continue to serve our congregation and community and build upon the
good things God’s doing through us.

Do you shop on AMAZON? If so, continue reading to raise
some money for St. Paul’s!
Help support St. Paul’s every time you shop at Amazon by bookmarking this
link and using it when you shop at Amazon: http://smile.amazon.com/ch/236272047. You will see an amazon log –in screen which states on the left .5%
of all eligible purchases will be given to Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Applebachsville. Sign in with your account/password and continue with your
purchase and check out. The total donation by Amazon for all eligible purchases will be credited to the church’s bank account on a quarterly basis.
Once you register St. Paul’s as your preferred charity, it becomes a part of
your Amazon account and all future purchases will automatically be credited
to the church. Any questions regarding this program can be directed to the Finance Committee or
just use the information tabs on the Amazon site.
This last quarter, St. Paul’s made $29.12!!
Thank you!

DON’T FORGET
TO …

1. Save your Redner’s
receipts and place in
the envelope on the
Narthex Bulletin
Board. This is a
simple way to financially help St. Paul’s.
2. Save your aluminum tabs from Soda
Cans, Soup Cans, etc. and give to Todd
Silvius for the Ronald McDonald
House.
3. If you have e-mail; sign up for the
Electronic version of the newsletter by
e-mailing us at
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com.
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Thursday Morning Bible Study
Come join us each week for our Thursday Morning Bible Study from 10:00 AM-12:00 NN
via Zoom or Free Conference Call! (See article below for instructions. For Zoom, use meeting
ID number 370 014 7169 and passcode 119805.) We’re “Living with the Lectionary”, digging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming week to discover the treasures that await us
come Sunday. You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot out of this study—so join
us and invite your friends.

Fence Topper Fundraiser
Happy Birthday!
Colton Mitchell 8/5
Kyle Hassler 8/6
David Gibson 8/8
Annastasia Brumbach 8/8
Charyl Westervelt 8/10
David Johnson, Jr. 8/10
Kamaria Johnson 8/10
Aly Brown 8/11
William Hansen 8/13
Dontay Hassler 8/19
Thomas Roeder, Jr. 8/22
Austin Hunsberger 8/22
Jessica Hallman 8/26
Don Ludovici 8/29
Morgan Hassler 8/29

Own a Piece of St. Paul’s History
We’re selling antique cast-iron fence toppers from our
church cemetery. These decorative pieces are about 150
years old; proceeds will benefit St Paul’s and/or our local
food pantries through Joyful Noise 9. A fence topper without an end goes for $40; a fence topper with an end (that’ll
fit on a standard 1” iron pipe) is $45. Checks can be made
payable to “St Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church”.

The Hand of God Shall Hold You…”
One of the great blessings of life in union with Christ is that
the risen Christ binds us in holy and eternal communion with
all His people who’ve died, enabling us to grieve in the freedom born of knowing that our loved ones are gone from our
sight and for a time, but still joined with us in the body of
Christ and alive in Him in far more than memory alone. So
far in 2022, we’ve also said farewell (for now) to Joseph Ricca, Chris Young, Bob, Liam, and Patrick King, Mary Ziegenfuss, Russell Stier, Dawn Gilbert, Paul Stepanoff, Karen
Capella, JoAnn Spaits, Karin Silvius, Mark Bilger, George
Kirk Hansen, Pr Susan Lynch, and William Watkins. Please
keep their grieving families and friends in your prayers in
these days ahead, that they may come through the dark night
of their grief into the resurrection joy born of their Baptismal
union with Christ Jesus our risen Lord.
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August Worship News
Here at St Paul’s, the month of July— and indeed, the summer months in general— are full of great
worship opportunities. Come share in the joy of Christ’s self-giving love in Word and Sacrament at these
events:

 Sundays in August: We’ll continue “the long green season” of Sundays after Pentecost with a more

contemporary blended (and condensed) liturgy. And though our choir’s “on vacation”, we’ll still have
plenty of special music throughout the summer. (And don’t worry about “dressing up”— while we’ll
have the air conditioning on, not even our worship leaders will be “robing up” throughout the
summer.)

 Outdoor Worship: We’re hoping that we can have at least one outdoor service per month in August

(target date Aug. 14) and September (target date September 25). We’re working out the bugs entailed
in livestreaming our outdoor services, but we’re hopeful that we’ll be able to hold these outdoor
services…

 Remember that we’re sharing in worship and fellowship together both in person and online. As we

gather in person, we’re still doing our best to observe the COVID safety protocols of safe distancing
and limited physical contact as we worship together; and we’re encouraging those who feel the need
for additional caution to wear facemasks as well. We’re still making the pre-packaged wafer-andgrape juice Communion sets available for those who desire them— but we’ve also resumed sharing
Holy Communion at the altar via “continuous Communion/ ‘stations’”, encouraging folks to come forward a pew at a time to ensure safer distancing. And we’ll keep on “livestreaming” our worship
services via Facebook Live and streaming the audio of our services via our Free Conference Call line
(857.232.0157, conference code 144261).

 And remember as well that for in-person indoor worship, we need a variety of ministry help-

ers. There are many ways to get involved. Bulletin collators pick up the bulletins at their convenience
on the weekend, fold them at home, and return them Sunday morning. Crucifers/Acolytes carry the
cross and light the candles. Communion Assistants help distribute Communion. Ushers direct people
to their seats and answer questions/guide visitors. Readers read Scripture during the service. Altar
guild prepares the altar before service on Sundays and cleans up the altar after worship. Nursery volunteers help both parents and children during the service. If one of these ministry opportunities interests you, please reach out to the church office for more information. Thank you!

No matter which service[s] you attend, you'll find them to be great events for the whole family. So don’t
just be a “spectator”— invite your friends, neighbors, and relatives to join you for these marvelous services, and come on out!
On Going Finance Business:
1.
Vanguard Account Balances: As of June 30, 2022 is $103,124.07; May 31, 2022 was $108,808; April 30,
2022, balance was $107,785.81. Note stock market volatility.
2.
Income statement: As of June 30, 2022, expenses for the year exceed income ($15,257.01); May 31, 2022,
expenses for the year exceeded income ($11,926.30) April 30, 2022, expenses for the year exceeded income
($11,542.13).
3.
Stewardship: Wendy is preparing the half-year individual giving reports through June 30th. July 2 Hoagie
Sale netted $861.01. New rotation for counting: Patty 7-15; Tom 7-22, Rich 7-29, Sara 8-5, Bill 8-12, Bob 8-19.
4. Cemetery: Account totals as of June 30, 2022 $92,515.41; May 31, 2022, balance was $93,974.85, included
selling mower for $4500; April 30, 2022, balance was $90,507.22. Lawn care is costing about $700/month (2 cuttings/month).
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