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Welcome to the year 2022!  In science fiction lore, 2022 is the set-
ting of “Soylent Green”, a dystopian movie that gives all new 

meaning to the phrase “impossible burger”— but most of us, we hope it’ll be a year 
of relief and new promise: relief from our long coronavirus pandemic and the new 
promise we’ll hail here at St Paul’s with Joyful Noise 9...   
 
Relief and new promise are the sorts of things we expect God to deliver when He shows up among us; and the sea-
son of Epiphany we begin in January each year is all about God manifesting His presence with us in Christ Jesus.  
Indeed, Epiphany always begins with the sorts of effects we’d expect to accompany God’s coming among us: new-
born stars appearing in the heavens, visits by foreign diplomats bearing gifts, the heavens tearing asunder and sol-
emn declarations of coronation descending from the skies as Jesus rises from the waters of His baptism.  But this is 
the lectionary year of Luke.  And Luke makes sure that Jesus tells us Himself what He’s all about— and from His 
hometown synagogue, no less. 
 
After His time of testing in the wilderness, Jesus returns to Nazareth and is invited to read the Scriptures and preach 
in His home synagogue.  He chooses to read from the book of the prophet Isaiah: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because He’s anointed me to bring good news to the poor.  He’s sent me to proclaim release to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  And then He 
stops— completely omitting the part about “the day of vengeance of our God”— and His first comment on the text 
is, “Today this Scripture’s been fulfilled in your hearing.”  We tend to hear it as just another Biblical quote; but Je-
sus’ hearers recognized those words as the declaration of Jubilee, the year in which all slaves are set free, all debts 
are erased, all lands restored to their original claimants, and the entire economy is completely rebooted— which is 
great news if you’re enslaved, indebted, or stripped of your ancestral land, but terrible news if you’ve been profit-
ing from all that for two or three solid generations.  And when Jesus reminds His hometown people that when it 
comes to God’s grace, God isn’t as obsessed with “meritocracy” as they are, well, they run Him out of town and try 
to run Him off a cliff… 
 
But why?  Because Jesus’ townsfolk get it.  They recognize that when God shows up among us, God’s here to 
wage all-out war on “the way things have always been, especially when those ways have kept others silenced and 
buried and shamed and sick and poor.  God’s here to set His people free from everything that would beat them 
down, break their spirits, name them nothing and insignificant and powerless to change, and blind them to God’s 
working in their midst!  And maybe most scandalously of all, Jesus tells them that this God is here to do all this in 
the flesh— in Him, and because we’re the body of Christ alive in the world today, in us!  All the words we speak 
when we gather around the prayers and the Table, the Bath and the Word, all the hymns we sing, all the prayers we 
lift to God on high, aren’t simply meant to fill the air with sweet and spiritual perfume, but to be fulfilled— to be 
made real flesh and blood in the real world in you and in me!  The Spirit of the Lord is upon us from our Baptism 
into Christ, to make our hands Christ’s hands of healing, to make our words Christ’s words of encouragement and 
hope, to make our ears the ears that truly hear the yearnings of another’s heart, to make our lives a blessing to eve-
ryone we encounter.  And by the power of God’s Spirit alive in us, God’s revolution will overcome “the way things 
have always been.”  By the power of God’s Spirit alive in us, bonds of fear will be broken, dulled and blinded eyes 
will be opened to see the world in a new light, and the greatest freedom, born of God’s grace, will come to those in 
every kind of bondage— even the most comfortable kinds!  And one day, by the power of God’s Spirit alive in us, 
the whole universe will echo as one, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in our hearing— through Jesus Christ 
our Lord!”  AMEN. 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord,  

Pr. Dave 

 Pastor’s Corner 
By Pastor Dave Heckler 
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January Worship News:  
“Rise, Shine for Your Light Has Come!” 

From January 2 (yes, we’re cheating a little) through March 1, we’ll be celebrating 
the season of Epiphany— a time when we consider the wonder of “God in flesh 
made manifest” in Christ Jesus, a wonder that truly turns the world upside down.  
Here at St Paul’s, we’re celebrating the season in some neat ways: 

 

 During the Epiphany season, we’ll be using the very familiar Holy Communion Setting 5 from the blue 
With One Voice hymnal as our base liturgy.  It’s a musically upbeat setting of our traditional Lutheran 
liturgy, centered on a bold setting of the angels’ Christmas song “Glory to God in the Highest!”   And this 
month, we’re sharing in Holy Communion on January 2, 9, 16, and 30, so be sure to have your home 
altar ready with bread and wine on those days… 

 

  January 2: We’ll celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord a few days early this 
year.  With the Magi of old, we bring our gifts and share in Holy Communion around 
Christ Jesus the Light of the World, the Light no darkness can overcome.  We’ll still 
have our Christmas decorations up on this near end of the Christmas season too— so 
come and enjoy their beauty and fragrance!  

 

 January 9 is the festival of the Baptism of Our Lord— and we’ll be celebrating that day with festive 
Holy Communion, rejoicing in our own Baptism into union with Christ Jesus with a Thanksgiving for 
Baptism.  (Be sure to get a basin of water ready for this celebration…)   

 

 On February 27, we’ll be celebrating the Transfiguration of Our Lord, where the “brightest and best 
of the stars of the morning” unmistakably reveals God’s glory on the mountaintop before His journey 
shifts decisively toward the cross for our salvation.  It’s both a last taste of Epiphany’s light and a fore-
taste of Easter’s victory and history’s consummation all rolled into one— don’t miss it!  

 

Many Christmas Thanksgivings! 

Many thanks to God and to all of you who helped fill our Christmas celebrations 
with the joy of the Good News even in these strange pandemic days!  Special thanks 
to Alicia Byelich for keeping our ministries coordinated from near and far (and even in 
pain after a car accident); to Todd and Andie Silvius for their musical gifts and techno-
logical genius; to Tom Sutkins, Bill Shaeffer, and Gordon Bryan for their hard work in 
making sure we’re not only “wired for sound”, but for video and livestreaming as well; 

to Brett and Marie Shaw and our other altar guild volunteers for keeping our altar area well adorned; and to all 
of you who helped to decorate our sanctuary and grounds for the holy days.  Many thanks as well from Pr 
Dave for all of your cards and gifts throughout this holiday season.  You’ve made this festival season a power-
ful proclamation of the loving presence of God with us in Christ Jesus! 

 Come to the Manger that Bears Christ Jesus! 

Even if you’ve started to put Christmas decorations away, you can still behold the living 
Lord Jesus in what Martin Luther called “the manger which bears the Christ”— the Holy 
Scriptures!  Come join us each week for our Thursday Morning Bible Study from 
10:00 AM-12:00 NN in the parish house.  (During January, weather permitting, our Bible 
study dates will be Jan. 6, 13, 20, and 27.)  We’re “Living with the Lectionary”, dig-
ging into the Scripture readings for the upcoming week to discover the treasures that 
await us come Sunday.   You don’t have to be a biblical “expert” to get a lot out of this 
study— so come on out in the broad daylight and invite your friends to join you! 



St. Paul’s News, pg. 3 

 

DON’T FORGET TO … 
1.  Save your Redner’s receipts and place in the en-

velope on the Narthex Bulletin Board.   This is a 
simple way  to financially help St. Paul’s.  

2. Save your aluminum tabs from Soda Cans, Soup 
Cans, etc. and give to Todd Silvius for the Ronald 
McDonald House.    

3. If you have e-mail; sign up for the Electronic ver-
sion of the newsletter by e-mailing us at 
stpaulsqtown@gmail.com. 

 
Baptismal Anniversaries! 

We rejoice to  celebrate people's biological birthdays all the time, and rightly.  But as   
wonderful as receiving the gift of life in this world is,   receiving the gift of new and eter-
nal life in Christ Jesus in our Baptism is even more wonderful (and best of all, it never 
grows old!).  Why shouldn't we  celebrate the anniversary of our new birth in Christ even 
more gladly?               

Happy Baptismal Birthday!    
Sarah Bryan 

Great Work by St Paul’s 
Social Ministry Team  

 Contributions through this Ad-
vent’s Mitten Tree are going to 
support our Scouts BSA Troop 
007.   If you’d still like to make a contribution, you can mail 
it to the church office, noting your envelope number some-
where in the correspondence.  Scouting builds minds, bod-
ies, and spirits, and we're blessed to have our own troop 
here at St Paul's. 

 
 Cookie Sale Results:  A huge thank you to our bakers and 

buyers at Social Ministry's Cookie Sale Decem-
ber 12!  Such a quantity and quality!  We had a 
few cookies available to donate to AA as well.  
We raised $375 which will be donated to A 
Woman's Place, Bucks County's only domestic 
abuse program.  

Un- Hanging of the Greens—Jan 
2nd following service @ 10:30 am 

 
Volunteers are needed to help undeco-
rate the sanctuary on Sunday, January 
2nd following worship.  If you are 
available meet up with Linda Hertzog 
in the Sanctuary following worship.  
Thank you! 

Operation 
Code Blue in 
January:   
 
The coldest months are 
just around the corner. 
Social Ministry will be collecting 
GIFT CARDS for places like Wawa 
and SNACKS to donate to Code 
Blue. (This is what their administra-
tion has advised us as most helpful.) 
A bin will be available in the Narthex 
in January. 

Finance News . . . 
 
1.  Vanguard Account Balances:  As of November 30, 2021, balance is $126,082.55; October 31, 
2021, balance was $135,074.75; September 30, 2021, balance was $131,335.32. 
2.   Income statement: As of November 30, 2021, expenses exceeded income $(20,539.56); October 
31, 2021, expenses exceeded income ($14,784.92); September 30, 2021, expenses exceeded income by 
($13,003.33). Large increase in deficit driven by fuel, pension, website hosting, insurance, and tree re-
moval expenses.  
3.  Cemetery: Account totals as of November 30, 2021, $92,733.40; October 31, 2021, $94,371.76; 

September 30, 2021, $92,734.44. Tom noted that the US Treasury is making 7% I bonds available, tied 

to inflation rates. He will discuss with Cemetery Committee about making an investment. 
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Order from Amazon? Benefit’s St. Paul’s! 
 
Help support St. Paul’s every time you shop at Amazon by 
bookmarking this link and using it when you shop at Ama-
zon:   http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047.  You will 

see an amazon log –in screen which states on the left .5% of all eligible purchases 
will be given to Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church of Applebachsville. Sign in with 

your account/password and continue with your purchase and check out.  The 
total donation by Amazon for all   eligible purchases will be credited to the 
church’s bank account on a quarterly basis. Once you register St. Paul’s as your 
preferred charity, it  becomes a part of your Amazon account and all future pur-

chases will automatically be credited to the church.  Any questions regarding this 
program can be directed to the Finance Committee or just use the  information 
tabs on the Amazon site. 

Like Us on Facebook (and Otherwise Online)! 

Did you know that St Paul’s maintains an active church website, as well as several Facebook pages?  Check out our 
online presence at the following sites:  

Our church website:  www.stpaulsqtown.org 
Our email address:  stpaulsqtown@gmail.com  
Our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown  

Our Joyful Noise Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls 

For daily Morning and Evening Prayer: https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/ 

We are looking for a new congregational 
coordinator for our Food Pantry efforts here 
at St Paul.  See Pr. Dave if you are interested 

in taking over this ministry position.  

 

Simply Giving is a SAFE, SECURE and easy way to  tithe to the church on a regular basis.  You may give 
via our website a one time tithe OR sign up using a paper form through the church office.  Using a paper 
form you may specify an amount deducted weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly on a date of your 
choosing.  If this is something that interests you, please contact the church office for more 
information at 215-536-5789 or e-mail Alicia at stpaulsqtown@gmail.com with any ques-
tions or to request an application.  Thank you for your continued financial gifts which enable 
the church to continue to spread the gospel, worship, learn together, and share God’s love in 
Joyful Service! 

 

Happy Birthday!!!   
 
1/1  Cole Sauerwald 
1/5  Joyce Fly 
1/6  Rebecca Keeler 
1/6  Alex Scholl 
1/7  David Noblit 
1/8  Jennifer Strouse 
1/10 Joyce Kober 
1/11 Vera Madore 
1/15  Wendy Gullett 
1/21  Brett Shaw 
1/21  Eric Ziedonis 
1/21  Gwen Pascoe 
1/22  Rich Baringer 
1/23  Amara Johnson 
1/25  Sara George 
1/26 Aaron Shimalla 
1/27  Nancy Bauer 

 

AHUB Upper Bucks Code Blue News  

The Upper Bucks Code Blue sheltering ministry of Ad-
vocates for the Homeless of Upper Bucks (AHUB) pro-
vides emergency shelter for homeless people when 
nighttime temperatures and/or wind chills reach danger-
ous levels— in our case, 26 degrees or below— from 
Nov. 15 through Apr. 15.  Last winter, we provided such 
shelter for 22 different guests over 68 nights; and we an-

ticipate that this winter, we’ll be sheltering even more of our neighbors in 
need at the Masonic Lodge building in downtown Quakertown.  We’ve 
worked hard to adapt our sheltering space and safety protocols to make it 
COVID-19 safe for guests and volunteers alike, with plenty of personal 
protective equipment and sanitization supplies.   

But this ministry requires volunteers sharing their time, organizational 
skills, relational skills, and of course, food and supplies to make this shelter 
available for folks in need.  We especially need men willing to serve in 
overnight shifts (either 8:15 PM-2:00 AM or 2:00-7:00 AM).  If you’re 
interested in helping with the ministry of AHUB, please see Pr Dave.  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-6272047
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=amazon+symbol&view=detailv2&&&id=FA57A8655706AD47F02897910B1D07776926F5A7&selectedIndex=9&ccid=IPKL3Z0d&simid=608016697946277515&thid=JN.dL%2bJsNKhQ4mkOKhIF%2fo5nQ
http://www.stpaulsqtown.org
mailto:stpaulsqtown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/joyfulnoiseatstpauls
https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/
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Join Us During Social Distancing on Zoom! 
 
 If you’d like to participate in most of our activities taking place over Zoom, go 

to zoom.us, click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 
370 014 7169, and if it asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.   

 If you’re using your phone, these dial-in numbers will work to access Zoom: 
929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799. After you dial, you'll be asked for the host's 
code, and you'll type in 370 014 7169, then 119805 and you’re in.  (What's more, with your smart phone or 
computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you— something that's precious 
right now!)  

 You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and 
you’re in. 

 Even though our Sunday morning Fellowship Hour is beings held in person again after worship, Patty 
Schumacher’s making sure you can still join in, even if you can’t join us in person!  To do so,  follow the 
instructions above for Zoom, but use meeting ID 839 381 0896 and passcode 90e8Dm. 

 
 And if you want to check out the latest announcements, you can find “This Week at St Paul’s” on Google 

Docs at 

docs.google.com/document/d/1aZi_lL0SHaQ1BOGFS_s3bt0oHoTQ4fCy9tO372PZioE/edit# 

Supporting Our Ministries  
 
Thanks for continuing to support our ministries here at St Paul’s!  While we haven’t 
been able to gather in person during the pandemic, our staff continues to work hard, our 
bills, salaries, and repairs still need to be paid, and we continue to reach out to our com-
munity to make disciples and touch people’s lives with the love of Christ.  Your tithes 
and offerings are still much needed during this time; and with our current 2021 finances 
in a $14,000 deficit right now, your offerings are especially needed.   
 
You can financially support our ministries in several ways: [1] If you’re already 
signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already taken care of; [2] You can mail your offer-
ings to the church; and now [3] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online, even using a credit or debit 
card.  Whatever way you choose, your contributions help us continue to serve our con-
gregation and community and build upon the good things God’s doing through us. 

COMMUNION BREAD RECIPE 

Sift dry ingredients together three times (this is important): 
3 cups flour (2 c. whole wheat, 1 c. white if possible) 
1¼ tsp. baking powder 
1¼ tsp. salt 
 
Stir in 4 tsp. [olive] oil.  Set aside. 
 
Divide dough into four balls and flatten each ball into a ¼-in. 
thick disk.  With a knife, score a cross onto the top of each loaf (or score it like a pizza might be cut). 
Lay the loaves on a baking sheet.  Bake at 350° F for 10 mins.  Remove from oven and brush the tops of the loaves with [olive] 
oil.  Then bake them for an additional 5 minutes.  Then pull them out and let them cool.  After sharing the bread in Holy Commun-
ion, after the service is over, reverently eat the rest of the loaf together. 

Mix wet ingredients together until dissolved: 
¾ cup + 2 Tbsp. very hot water (180+° F) 
3 Tbsp. honey 
3 Tbsp. molasses 
Add wet ingredients to dry ingredients and mix well.  Dough 
should be slightly sticky.  Don’t knead the dough. 

docs.google.com/document/d/1aZi_lL0SHaQ1BOGFS_s3bt0oHoTQ4fCy9tO372PZioE/edit
http://www.stpaulsqtown.org
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2022 Annual Meeting to be Held January 30 

Our 2022 Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 30 @ 10:30 AM in person and 
via Zoom (using meeting ID 839 381 0896 and passcode 90e8Dm.).  All voting members and friends 
of St Paul’s are encouraged to attend.  We’ll be reviewing our life together from this past year, consid-
ering some upcoming ministry priorities, and electing several new and returning Council members.  Copies of the 
2021 Annual Report will be emailed or “snail-mailed” to you by January 23 for you to review.  Mark your calendars 
and come join us! 

A NOTE FROM THE SCOUTS … 
 
Hi All! Greetings from Scouts BSA Troop 007. 
 
First, thanks for welcoming us and supporting us! The St. Paul’s congregation has been a fantastic home for our 
Scouts, and we could not think of a better place to be Scouting. 
 
We have received a lot of financial help and physical support. I need to ask for one more thing this Troop needs to 
continue to survive and hopefully, thrive. We need MORE SCOUTS! 
 
Currently, kids are not aware of the opportunity to have fun that Scouting provides. That’s OK, they are kids, they 
don’t need to know.  
 
Parents!!! They are the source we need to each to bring in more Scouts.  
 
If you know anyone, family, friend, neighbor, or social media acquaintance, who is a parent or grandparent of kids 
from kindergarten to high school, encourage them to visit a meeting.  They will see a display of citizenship, learn-
ing, and fun that instills a sense of pride in the young people. 
 
Kids are surrounded by video games, infotainment, sports, and other activities which often teach conflicting mes-
sages. Media and especially social media have created a climate that manipulates emotions with insults and fear. 
Our leaders sometimes spark outrage to make their messages heard.  
 
These are confusing times. I was raised in the cold war so I know we can make it past this and continue to grow. 
But kids need extra help. 
 
For over a century, Scouting has provided tenets that none of the other “influencers” do: 
 
The Scout Slogan – Do A Good Turn Daily 
The Scout Motto – Be Prepared 
The Scout Oath – On my honor I will do my best to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout 
Law; To help other people at all times; To keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight. 
The Scout Law - A Scout is trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, 
clean, and reverent. 
The Scout Mission - The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people to make ethical and 
moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law. 
 
Thanks for your time! 
 
Rich Beaumont, Committee Chair, Scouts BSA Troop 007 https://Scouts007.Org 

Caleb’s Cocoa Café a Great Success! 

Many thanks to all who donated and/or attended Caleb’s Cocoa Café on Dec. 12 to benefit the 
Upper Bucks Code Blue ministry of AHUB!  Thanks to the generosity of the community, 
$4414.70 was raised the day of the event (with additional contributions still coming 
in).  [Check out the news segment WFMZ Channel 69 did on Caleb and the event: Fundraiser 
delivers warmth to people who need it most ].  Thank you!  *Update: as of December 24, 2021 

$4,746.70 has been collected; thank you!! 

https://scouts007.org/
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/fundraiser-delivers-warmth-to-people-who-need-it-most/article_28de7202-5ba4-11ec-a40e-d3ccbff28847.html
https://www.wfmz.com/news/area/southeastern-pa/fundraiser-delivers-warmth-to-people-who-need-it-most/article_28de7202-5ba4-11ec-a40e-d3ccbff28847.html
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Sharing God’s Love in Joyful  

Service! 


