
Pastor’s Corner  
by Pr Dave Heckler 

Happy new year!  I know, it’s December, not January— but November 30 marks the 

beginning of the season of Advent, the beginning of a new liturgical year.  Advent’s a 
season of waiting, pondering, and preparation, not simply for the celebration of Christmas, 

but for the dawning of God’s new creation among us in the incarnation of God’s Son, Jesus 
of Nazareth.  And as we enter this particular Advent season, I have several thoughts to 

share: 

 Technically, the First Sunday of Advent is the first Sunday on or following the feast day of St Andrew the 
Apostle (which always falls on Nov. 30).  Most folks, even if they remember Andrew, remember him as the 

brother of Simon Peter (who always demands more attention).  But those of you who’ve been watching “The 
Chosen” may recognize Andrew as the more level-headed and responsible of the two— and indeed, John’s 

gospel casts Andrew as likely a follower of John the Baptist and the one who brings his brother to Jesus in the 
first place.  In John’s gospel, Andrew is constantly bringing folks on the periphery to Jesus’ attention: the boy 

with five loaves and two fish to feed the multitude in John 6, the Greeks who want to see Jesus in John 12, 

and the like.  In the Episcopal tradition, the Brotherhood of St. Andrew is a men's ministry whose mission is to 
inspire, empower, and equip men and boys to fulfill the Great Commission through the disciplines of prayer, 

study, and service.  (And yes, St Andrew is considered the patron saint of Scotland…)   

In the spirit of St Andrew, Advent’s a great season to reach out to your family, friends, and neighbors who’ve 

grown distant from the church and invite them to share with us in worship, prayer, study, and service— not 

only because we have a bunch of neat events taking place, but because in the communion we share, we get 
to see and follow Jesus.  It’s Jesus who changes our lives and communities, Jesus who embodies the promise 

of wholeness of life in community (which is why we call Him the Prince of Peace [shalom]).  Let’s bring folks 

here to meet Him! 

 Speaking of reaching out to those on the margins, check out a spiral-bound book we now have in our fellowship 
hall at church, Good News from the Margins by Lutheran pastors Violet Little (a seminary classmate of 

mine) and Ruben Duran.  It’s a collection of testimonies from pastors and laypeople who minister with those 

who live on the margins of our society— homeless people, immigrants, and the poor—each of which concludes 
with questions for reflection.  As we prepare to celebrate the birth of a Savior who was first laid in a feed 

trough, fled with His family as refugees to Egypt, and finally settled in a small Galilean town considered a dump 
by “higher-class” people, it’s a good time to hear and learn what God can tell us through the experiences of 

those on the margins— and consider what it means to be God’s beloved people who minister to the world “from 

the edge of the inside” [Richard Rohr]. 

 This third note may seem somewhat random, but the more I ponder it, the deeper the Spirit takes me into the 

mystery of God’s Incarnation in Christ Jesus:   

When pondering the nature of Christ’s presence with us in Holy Communion (not to mention the presence of 

the bread and wine), Lutheran theologians through the ages have used three prepositions over and over again— 

that Christ is present with us “in, with, and under” the bread and wine as we share in the sacrament.  But 
lately, as I’ve pondered the petitions of the Lord’s Prayer (especially the first three, but in a very real way the 

final four as well), three similar prepositions keep coming to my mind: “in, among, and through [us]”.  
Martin Luther, in his Small Catechism, tends to emphasize the “in” as he ponders God’s name being hallowed, 

God’s Kingdom coming, and God’s will being done; he sees these petitions being fulfilled as the Holy Spirit 
brings us to faith and nurtures the proclamation of the Gospel.  It seems to me, though, that this easily plays 

into a very individualistic notion of faith— that it’s all about us as individual believers and not about the 

transformation of communities and the world.  But the power and promise of Advent remind us that God’s 
name, God’s Reign, and God’s will come in the flesh and blood of Christ Jesus precisely to transform the world 

around us— to make God’s new creation a living, breathing, flesh-and-blood reality (and hence often perceived 
as troubling, because new creation only comes with at least some dying of the old).  So lately, in praying the 

Lord’s Prayer in my own devotional time, I’ve found myself praying “Hallowed be Thy name in, among, and 

through us; Thy Kingdom come in, among, and through us; Thy will be done in among, and through us on 
earth as it is in heaven”— knowing that God intends to do all these things in us (to transform us ever more 

fully into the likeness of Christ), among us (because God’s life-changing work is meant to transform our families 
of faith), and through us (because in an increasingly depressed and violence-steeped world, we’re called to 

be ministers— utterly viral catalysts— of God’s reconciling love)… 



These are just a few of my thoughts as we enter this Advent season.  As we wait, pray, ponder, and prepare for 
the Incarnation of God among us in Christ Jesus, may the Holy Spirit also prepare our hearts to be ever-stronger 

catalysts of God’s redeeming love in the world around us! 

Yours in Christ Jesus our Lord, Pr. Dave 
 

 

 
 

The Lord God said when time was full, He would shine His light in the darkness; 
He said a Virgin would conceive and give birth to the Promise. 

For a thousand years the dreamers dreamt and hoped to see His love, 
But the Promise showed their wildest dreams had simply not been wild enough! 

 
The Promise was Love, and the Promise was Life;  

The Promise brought Light to the world, 
Living proof the Lord God saves, and the name of the Promise was Jesus! 

• Michael Card 
 

May light and life beyond your wildest dreams  
take shape in your life in Christ Jesus 

in this Advent and Christmas season and throughout the new year! 
 

Pr. Dave Heckler 



Advent and Christmas at St Paul’s 

On November 30, we began a new Church year with the season of Advent.  Advent 
isn’t just about counting down the days until Christmas; it’s about God bringing forth a 

new creation in our hearts, in our lives, in our neighborhoods, in our society, and 

ultimately in the whole universe, and about our being part of that new creation.  
Advent’s about our “pregnancy” with God’s new thing every bit as much as it’s about 

Mary’s pregnancy with the infant Jesus; it’s about our being reshaped into the new wineskins of God’s Spirit as Christ 
takes on human flesh and blood once more in Word and water, in bread and wine, in grace and forgiveness in us.  The 

season of Advent will last for four Sundays; and even as the days outside our sanctuary darken and shorten, the candles 
of our Advent wreath will be lit against the darkness in an ever-growing light.  Come join us as we watch and wait, hope 

and pray, and “live itchy” with anticipation of the new thing God’s doing through Christ Jesus our Lord! 

Sundays in Advent:  

• During the Sundays of Advent, we’ll gather around the Word and the Table with hymns, canticles, and readings 
reflecting a more contemplative tone.  We’ll also be progressively lighting the candles of the Advent wreath.  If 

you have a tabletop Advent wreath at home, we encourage you to break it out and feature it on your “home altar” 

along with the bread and wine if you join with us online for worship.   

Special Advent Services:  

• Pr Dave will once again be posting a worship video of “Advent at Taize” on our church’s 

Facebook page.  You and your family can share in this time of worship and reflection at 
any time during Advent.  One of the perks of music from Taize is that it’s generally pretty 

easy to remember after a few times through— and because it’s contemplative, it’s meant 

to be sung a few times through… 

• Our Quakertown Ministerium will also be leading a “Longest Night/Blue Christmas” Service on December 
21 @ 2:00 PM at Quakertown United Methodist Church (Freier Rd. outside of Quakertown) for those who 

are grieving in these tumultuous days.   

Christmas Season Worship Schedule 

• December 21:  This is actually the Fourth Sunday of Advent— but instead of Pr 

Dave’s usual sermon, our Sunday School kids will be presenting their Sunday School 

Christmas Pageant this day.   
 

• December 24:  Our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Eucharist will be held 

on December 24 at 7:00 PM, with special prelude music beginning at 6:30 PM.  Our 
worship will feature the beauty of our Christmas tree and poinsettias, the lighting of 

handheld (and this year, safer) candles to hail the Light of the World, your favorite carols, and festive Holy 
Communion with a strong Christmas flavor.  And we’ll livestream this service as well— so if you have loved ones 

who can’t make it in person, invite them to join us from wherever they are! 

 

• On December 28, the Sunday after Christmas, we’ll enjoy Christmas Lessons, Carols, and Communion.  

Our readings and hymns will carry us through the entire Christmas story from Zechariah and Elizabeth through 

Simeon and Anna, with carols serving as commentary on the story.   
 

• Then on January 4, we’ll celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord, sharing in Holy 

Communion around Christ Jesus the Light of the World, the Light no darkness can overcome.  
We’ll still have our Christmas decorations up on this near end of the Christmas season too— 

so even though we’ll be online, invite your friends to join you in this time of worship! 



So why keep the good news to yourselves?  We’ll have plenty of flyers available in the church narthex to share with 
your co-workers, neighbors, and friends.  Invite them to join you as we joyfully worship God with us in Christ Jesus 

this festive season! 

“Christmas in Quakertown” 

On Saturday night, Dec. 6 @ 7:30 PM (prelude music beginning at 7:00 PM), catch 

“Christmas in Quakertown” at First UCC (Park & 4th Streets), featuring the 
Quakertown Band, the Quakertown Community High School Varsity Singers, and the 

Festival Choir.  This concert always features fabulous music, and a cookie reception will 

follow the concert. 

“Kringle Shoppe” December 5-7 

The annual Kringle Christmas Shoppe, sponsored by the Haycock Historical Society, will 

be held this year from Dec. 6-8 at Benner Hall in Richlandtown.  Everything at the 
Kringle Christmas Shoppe is the product of local artisans, authors, and specialty crafters, 

including our Latvian brothers and sisters; and throughout the event, live music is provided 
by local musicians (including our own Phil Diehl, Pr Dave, and Tom Schnabel from 

“Waterfront Blue”).  Hours of the Kringle Shoppe are Friday 10:00 AM-7:00 PM, 
Saturday 10:00 AM-6:00 PM, and Sunday 10:00 AM-4:00 PM.  Invite your friends 

and come on out! 

 “Heavenly Homemade Sale” December 21 

Our Social Ministry Team’s annual “Heavenly Homemade” Sale will be held Dec. 21 

after worship.  There’ll be plenty of cookies, cakes, candies, muffins, breads, and soups 

made by “little Lutheran ladies (and gentlemen).”  Proceeds will support community 
outreach in and around our congregation.  Everyone is welcome to contribute (and 

purchase) scrumptious yummies.  Come and get it! 

 

 

St Paul’s Mitten Tree and Christmas Card Box are Back! 

• Our annual Mitten Tree, sponsored by our Social Ministry Team, is on display in the 
fellowship hall through Dec. 14 to raise funds for community outreach in and around our 

congregation.  You decide what to give.  Come grab a mitten, give what you can, and let’s help 

our neighbors in need! 

• Thanks to our Social Ministry Team, our annual Christmas Card Box is available in the Narthex.  Save yourself 
a stamp and bring in your cards by Dec. 21 for those who worship at St Paul’s, placing your cards in this box 

for distribution.  The cards will be sorted and available by Dec. 24 for pickup in the fellowship hall.   

 

Helping Our Hungry Neighbors:  The Food Basket Returns! 

Even though federal SNAP funding has been restored (for now), a growing number of our 
neighbors are dealing with deepening food insecurity.  To help support them through our food 

pantries, we’re “reopening” our Food Basket again.  Please bring canned or dry food 

each Sunday to put in the large wicker basket in the narthex.  Thanks for your support! 

 



Monday Morning Bible Study— Now In Person and Online  

Our Monday Morning Bible Study is back in action from 10:00 AM-12:00 NN— and now, we’re 
meeting in person in the fellowship hall, with Zoom connectivity for those who can’t join us in 
person.  (See article below for instructions.  For Zoom, use meeting ID number 370 014 7169 and 
passcode 119805.)  We’re “Living with the Lectionary”, digging into the Scripture readings for the 
upcoming week to discover the treasures that await us come Sunday.   You don’t have to be a biblical 
“expert” to get a lot out of this study— so come on out in the broad daylight and invite your friends to 
join you!   

 

Join Us Online via Zoom or Free Conference Call!  

If you’d like to participate in most of our activities taking place over Zoom, go to zoom.us, 
click “Join a Meeting” at the top right of the page, use meeting ID 370 014 7169, and if it 
asks for a password, use 119805 and you should be in.  If you’re using your phone, these 
dial-in numbers will work to access Zoom: 929.205.6099 or 312.626.6799. After you dial, 

you'll be asked for the host's code, and you'll type in 370 014 7169, then 119805 and you’re in.  (What's more, with your smart 
phone or computer, you can engage video as well as audio, so we can see and hear you— something that's precious right now!)  
You can also use Free Conference Call [FCC]: Dial 857.232.0157, enter conference code 144261, and you’re in. 

 

Supporting Our Ministries 

Thanks for continuing to support our ministries here at St Paul’s!  Your tithes and offerings 
are much needed during this time.  We know that right now, funds are tight for everyone; but we 
encourage you to prayerfully consider how you might be able to support our ministry together.  If 
you’d like to give electronically (via Simply Giving, our church website, or some other electronic 
means) and would like some information on how to do that, please contact the church office.  

You can financially support our ministries in several ways: [1] You can give via cash or check 
in your envelope when the offering plates are passed during worship; 
[2] If you’re already signed up for Simply Giving, you’re already 

taken care of— when you come in for worship, pick up one of the little 
“Simply Giving” cards in the narthex, and when the offering plate 
comes around to you, just drop the card in the plate as a tangible sign of 

your giving; [3] You can mail your offerings to the church; [4] You can go to our church website 
(www.stpaulsqtown.org) and make your contributions online, even using a credit or debit card; or 
[5] You can scan our church’s new QR Code right here .  And remember, if you tithe 
using “Simply Giving” and you’ve increased your tithe amount on your pledge card, you need to 
fill out a new Simply Giving authorization form noting the change.  Please contact the church office for a form. 

Sunday School is Back! 

Come join us for Sunday School at St Paul's from 10:15-11:15 AM! We have a great group 
of students ready to welcome you.  Spread the word and join us for Sunday School!   

 

Purses and Backpacks for the Homeless   

Hi everyone!  This holiday season, my coworker will once again be collecting purses 
and backpacks filled with items that men and women who are unhoused may need 
while they go through some difficult times.  Larger purses or backpacks filled with either 
men's or women's items such as toiletries, socks, gloves, self-care items, and snacks 
can be placed in these and Roe, my coworker, will deliver them to those in need in our 
area.  I’ll collect them until Sunday, December 7.  Thanks in advance for any support 
you can give to this ministry!  Peace – Stefanie Bauman 

Note: Check out www.backpacksusa.com/collections/wholesale-homeless-care-package-with-
backpacks for help with this... 

http://www.stpaulsqtown.org/
http://www.backpacksusa.com/collections/wholesale-homeless-care-package-with-backpacks
http://www.backpacksusa.com/collections/wholesale-homeless-care-package-with-backpacks


 

December’s “Monthly Special”:  
Heifer International 

Our “Monthly Special” recipient for the month of December is Heifer 
International (also known as Heifer Project International), a global nonprofit working to eradicate poverty 

and hunger through sustainable, values-based holistic community development.  Heifer International distributes 

animals, along with agricultural and value-based training, to families in need around the world as a means of 
providing self-sufficiency.  Recipients must agree to "pass on the gift" by donating animal offspring and sharing the 

skills and knowledge of animal husbandry and agricultural training with other impoverished families in the 

community.  We’ll receive the “Noisy Offering” for this ministry on Dec. 21.  Please give as you’re able! 

 

Dinner with “The Chosen” December 16  

You’re invited to come join Pr Dave for Dinner with “The Chosen” on 

Tuesday, December 16 @ 6:00 PM in the fellowship hall at St Paul’s.  We’ll 
gather together for a simple potluck meal (so feel free to bring goodies to 

share), then watch Season 1, Episode 3 of the wonderful video series “The 

Chosen” on our large-screen TV and share in discussion afterwards.  Bring 

your friends and come on out! 

 

Scouts BSA Troop 007 News 

❖ We’re so thankful for St Paul’s welcome and support.  But right now, there’s one 

more thing we really need to continue to survive and hopefully, thrive: We need more 
Scouts!  The mission of Scouting America is to prepare young people to make ethical 

and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath 

and Law.  If you know a parent or grandparent of kids from kindergarten to high 
school, encourage them to visit one of our Scout meetings on Thursday nights, or 

check us out at Scouts007.org.  Our Scouts meet every Thursday evening at 7:00 

PM in the fellowship hall.   

❖ We also have a fully chartered Cub Scouts Pack 007 at St Paul’s!  Many thanks 

to Rich and Robin Beaumont, Sharin Babb, and Jennifer Lippincott for their hard work and leadership in bringing 
this troop together and leading it.  Currently we have five Cub Scouts, and we’re doing recruiting at our local 

elementary schools to bring in more.  The Cub Pack needs parent participation for activities and camping.  They 

meet every Wednesday at 7:00 PM at St Paul’s. 

AHUB Upper Bucks Code Blue News  

The Upper Bucks Code Blue sheltering ministry of Advocates for the Homeless of 

Upper Bucks (AHUB) provides emergency shelter for homeless people when nighttime 

temperatures and/or wind chills reach dangerous levels— in our case, 26 degrees or 
below— from Nov. 15 through Apr. 15.  But this ministry requires volunteers sharing their 

time, organizational skills, relational skills, and of course, food and supplies to make this 

shelter available for folks in need.  If you’re interested in helping with the ministry of AHUB, 
please see Pr Dave.  Volunteer applications and further information are available in our 

fellowship hall.  (And once again, Pr Dave will be the resident weather forecaster, deciding 

when our shelter will be open…) 

 

 



 

Finance Committee News December 2025 

Financial Highlights Thru October 31, 2025 

• Our 2025 deficit through October 31st is ($41,080). Our projected 2025 Budgeted deficit was $40,741so 

we are unfortunately on pace to over run our budgeted deficit.  

• Our Vanguard investment accounts continue to see gains for 2025.Invested Balances are $110,807 in 

mutual funds plus marketable CD’s totaling $150,445 receiving over 4.25% interest. Bank account 

balances total $24,619. Accrued interest on Vanguard CD’s is $2446. 

• Cemetery assets total $100,453 which includes Vanguard investments and local bank balances. The 

congregation approved the 2026 budget presented on November 23rdbdetailing a budget deficit of 

($39,486). 

Other News 

• If you are 70 ½, please consider making a “Qualified Charitable Distribution” to St. Paul’s with your 2025 

RMD from your IRA or inherited IRA. Please contact your IRA Trustee for details and ask our finance 

team for additional information. See information posted in the fellowship hall. 

•  Annual 2025 giving statements will be sent by email in January. Please be sure that Wendy has your 

current email address. If you require a paper copy, please see Wendy. 

• IRS Tax Tips follow link for US Gov shut down information from Social Security. 

https://www.ssa.gov/agency/shutdown/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery.   

 

 

Like Us on Facebook (and Otherwise Online)! 

Did you know that St Paul’s maintains an active church website, as well as several Facebook 

pages?  Check out our online presence at the following sites:  

• Our church website:    www.stpaulsqtown.org 
• Our email address:   stpaulsqtown@gmail.com  
• Our Facebook page:   www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown  

• Our QT Lutheran Cluster page:       www.facebook.com/QuakertownAreaLutheransTogether  
• For daily Morning & Evening Prayer:     https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/ 
 
 

Happy Birthday, Friends!

12/1  Lincoln Hallman  
12/2  Paisley Virnelson  

12/4  Patricia Fulmer  
12/5  Madison Reiss  

12/9  Bruce Krogslund  
 

 

 

12/11  Ruth Ziedonis 
12/19  Amanda Hunsberger 

                12/21  Bill Bleam  
                12/22  Erik Hansen  

                12/29  Lidie Shaw 
 

 

 

https://www.ssa.gov/agency/shutdown/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.stpaulsqtown.org/
mailto:stpaulsqtown@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/StPaulsQtown
http://www.facebook.com/QuakertownAreaLutheransTogether
https://dailyoffice.wordpress.com/


  

 



 

 

 

“The Hand of God Shall Hold You…” 

One of the great blessings of life in union with Christ is that the 
risen Christ binds us in holy and eternal communion with all His 

people who’ve died, enabling us to grieve in the freedom born of 
knowing that our loved ones are gone from our sight and for a 

time, but still joined with us in the body of Christ and alive in Him 

in far more than memory alone.  Since Thanksgiving, we’ve also 
said farewell (for now) to Dennis Silvius, Kelsey Shaak, Kenny Fly, Bill 
Schumacher Jr., Rev. Dr. Walter Wagner, Ann Marie Heidgerd, Frank 
Lennard Sr., David Morrison, Mary Johnson, Joan Bilger, Kevin Scholl, 
Rev. Andrew Carlsson, Pope Francis, Bob Shaak, Rev. Dr. Chuck 
Maxfield, and Dale Weiss.  Please keep their grieving families and 
friends in your prayers in these days ahead, that they may come 

through the dark night of their grief into the resurrection joy born 
of their Baptismal union with Christ Jesus our risen Lord. 

 

 


